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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
June 18, 2001 Director of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE ENROLLMENT PASSES 2,000 MARK,
INCREASES 14 PERCENT OVER PRECEDING YEAR

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Methodist College completed the 2000-2001 school year with
record enroliments of 2,260 for the fall semester and 2,110 for the spring semester, posting
one-year gains of more than 14 percent.

“This marks the first time in the College’s 41 years of operation that enroliment has
exceeded 2,000,” said College President Elton Hendricks. “This is a major milestone for us.”

The fall enrollment was up 286 students or 14.4 percent over a Fall 1999 figure of 1,974
students. The spring enroliment increased 270 students or 14.6 percent over a 2000 figure of
1,840. Enroliment in the Evening College soared 48 percent to all-time highs of 885 in the fall
and 884 in the spring.

Following a national trend in higher education, Methodist experienced dramatic growth
in the number of older, nontraditional students. While older students were most evident among
the Evening College population, the day program also enrolled a significant number of older
students.

Spring 2001 enrollment reached a new record of 2,110—1,226 in the regular day
program and 884 in Evening College. Summer enroliment is running well ahead of 2000 and
may reach 1,000 students for the first time.

As of June 18, new applications for Fall 2001 totalled 1,740, up 21 percent over last

year. The College had received reservation deposits from 415 new students, 17 more than
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last year.

The most recent report from the Projection Committee estimates that Methodist will
enroll 1,395 students this fall in the regular day program, that 580 will be new students, and
that 775 students will be living in the residence halls. If projections are correct, the College will
enroll about 20 students more than last fall in the regular day program.

Last fall, enrollment in the regular day program totalled 1,375, for a 2 percent gain over
a Fall 1999 figure of 1,343. The College enrolled 855 returning day students and 520 new
students in Fall 2000. A total of 757 students were living on campus on Drop/Add Day, 3
percent more than the Fall 1999 figure of 731.

New degree programs, an aggressive marketing program (including print and broadcast
advertising and targeted direct mailings), and additional evening/weekend and online courses
are helping Methodist College attract new students. The College currently offers 51
undergraduate majors and will launch a master’s degree program in physician assistant
studies this fall. In addition, Methodist has more nationally-accredited programs (22) and
more intercollegiate sports (19) than many liberal arts colleges its size.
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