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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 1, 1995 Director of Public Relations

MONARCH PLAYMAKERS TO STAGE ‘THE VELVETEEN RABBIT’

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Monarch Playmakers at Methodist College will present
The Velveteen Rabbit Nov. 15-19 in Reeves Auditorium.

The college’s fourth annual holiday show for children is a musical adaptation of a story by
Marjorie Williams. It is a musical fantasy depicting the love between a young boy and a stuffed
rabbit that longs to be real. The story deals with learning how to love unconditionally, accept-
ing new people and experiences, and making friends.

“We wanted a play that concentrated on the actors,” said director Phoebe Hall. “It is a
classic story that everyone will enjoy. The songs by Larry Nestor are lively and entertaining.”

Bethany Surridge, a senior from Fayetteville, will play the Velveteen Rabbit and Sam
Williams, a junior from Burlington, will play the young boy. Other Methodist College students
with roles in the production are: Amanda Evans as the Fantasy Fairy, Summer Gilmore as
Clockwork Mouse, Robert Devlin as Skin Horse, and Denise Shuey as Second Real Rabbit.
Cynthia Devos, a Fayetteville youngster, is cast as First Real Rabbit.

Performances of The Velveteen Rabbit are slated for Nov. 17 at 7 p.m., Nov. 18 at 4 and 7
p.m., and Nov. 19 at 2 p.m. The school matinees—three on Nov. 15 and three on Nov. 16—
are filled. Admission is $3 for children and senior citizens and $6 for adults.

For more information, call 630-7483.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 2, 1995 Director of Public Relations

JOANNA PALUMBO RECEIVES ALUMNI SERVICE AWARD

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Mrs. Joanna Cherry Palumbo of Charlotte was recently awarded
the 1995 Outstanding Alumni Service Award by the Methodist College Alumni Association. The
award was made at the homecoming banquet October 28.

A 1969 graduate of Methodist, Mrs. Palumbo is the first alumnus to receive two Alumni
Service Awards. She received the same honor in 1992. Mrs. Palumbo has been one of the
college’s most active alumni, organizing many reunions of her college classmates. In 1994
she persuaded more than 100 of her classmates to return to campus for a 25th year reunion.

She received the college’s Outstanding Economics and Business Alumnus Award in 1988
and was named to the Methodist College Board of Trustees in 1992. She previously served on
the alumni association board of directors and the college board of visitors.

Mrs. Palumbo is co-owner and vice president of Carolina Made, Inc., a wholesale distribu-
tor; and Jim Cherry Interest, Inc., a firm which builds and leases commercial buildings in
Charlotte. She and her husband Francis are the parents of two teenage daughters.

Joanna Palumbo has been president of the Medearis Woman’s Club and active in the PTA
and booster clubs at East Mecklenburg High School and McClintoch Junior High School. The
Palumbos attend Purcell United Methodist Church.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 2, 1995 Director of Public Relations

KATSOUDAS ART EXHIBIT SLATED AT METHODIST COLLEGE

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Chris Katsoudas, an art major from Fayetteville, will present her
senior art exhibition Nov. 10-21 in the Mallett-Rogers House at Methodist College. The public is
invited.

An opening reception is scheduled for Friday, Nov. 10 from 7-9 p.m. Entitled “Dwellings,”
her exhibit will be open weekdays from 1-4 p.m. Nov. 13-17 and 20-21.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 7, 1995 Director of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE RECEIVES RARE BUST OF JOHN WESLEY

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Mrs. Vergil Queen of Raleigh has presented Methodist College with
a rare Kent bust of John Wesley, the founder of Methodism.

Made of Staffordshire pottery around 1791, the miniature bust is based on a clay model of
Wesley fashioned by Enoch Wood in 1784. Wesley was 81 years old and reportedly “wearing
his best wig” when he sat for Wood on five different occasions. The end result was said to be
a striking and lifelike portrayal of Wesley’s head and face, one that pleased Wesley and his
friends and influenced later sculptors and painters.

The bust owned by Rev. Vergil Queen was purchased for him by the Rev. Chancey Barclift
in the 1960s. Rev. Barclift owned a similar bust of Wesley which he had purchased from the
estate of an English preacher in the 1930’s. (Barclift's daughter Thelma and her husband, Dr.
Harold Crowder, of South Boston, Va., have collected over 200 busts and figurines of John
Wesley since World War Il.)

Mrs. Queen’s latest gift to Methodist will become part of the Vergil Queen Collection of
books, journals, and other collectibles given earlier this year to Davis Memorial Library. Along
with the bust, the college received Arthur Cummings’ illustrated book, A Portrait in Pottery,
which describes the evolution of small pottery busts of Wesley which were made and sold in
large numbers by English potters. The text of the book comes from a lecture given to the
Wesley Historical Society in 1962.

Rev. Vergil Queen was a charter member of the Methodist College Board of Trustees and
was considered an authority on the history of the Methodist Church and Wesleyan theology.
Many of the books and journals in his personal library were acquired on trips to England.

Rev. Queen held six pastorates in the North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist
Church, was superintendent of the Wilmington and Sanford districts, and was the organizing
pastor of Haymount United Methodist Church in Fayetteville. Since his death in 1993, Mrs.
Frances Queen, his widow, has given the bulk of Rev. Queen’s library to Methodist College,
she has also given items to his colleagues in the conference and to Westminster College,
Oxford, England.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 10, 1995 Director of Public Relations

BRIAN RODGERS RECEIVES BUSINESS AWARD

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Brian Richard Rodgers, a senior at Methodist College in
Fayetteville, N.C., was recently presented The Wall Street Journal Award for outstanding
academic achievement and service to the college community.

He was selected by the faculty of the Reeves School of Business and received the award
Nov. 9 at the college’s annual Economic Outlook Symposium.

Brian is majoring in business administration with a concentration in professional golf

management. He has a 3.4 (B) grade point average and serves as chief justice of the Student
Government Association, president of the Student Activities Council, a Methodist College
ambassador, and a residence hall adviser.

He is the son of Kenneth and Margaret Rodgers of Oakton, Va.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 10, 1995 Director of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE HONORS TERRY SASSER

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—The Center of Entrepreneurship at Methodist College in Fayetteville
has awarded its Outstanding Economics and Business Alumnus Award for 1995 to Terry P.
Sasser, area executive with Four Oaks Bank and Trust Co. The award was presented Nov. 9
at the group’s annual Economic Outlook Symposium.

A Clayton resident and a 1984 graduate of Methodist, Sasser was associated with
Southern National Bank from 1986-1994, serving as manager of its Loan Department in
Lumberton and later as city executive in Clayton. He is active in the Clayton Chamber of
Commerce and serves as president of the Rotary Club, chairman of the United Way campaign,
and chairman of the Downtown Development Association.

Terry’s wife Mary Lynn teaches first grade at Clayton Primary School and their daughter
Emily is in the fourth grade at Clayton Elementary School. The Sassers are members of First
Baptist Church in Clayton.

<
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 14, 1995 Director of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE TO OFFER LOVE FEASTS

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Methodist College will celebrate Christmas with two Moravian Love
Feasts Sunday, December 3 in Hensdale Chapel. The public is invited to attend either the
6 p.m. or the 8 p.m. service.

The traditional Moravian Love Feast celebrates the birth of Christ through scripture reading
and prayer, the singing of hymns, the lighting of candles, and the serving of Moravian bread and
coffee. The Love Feast has been an annual tradition at Methodist since 1974.

The Rev. Carrie Parrish, campus minister at Methodist College, will serve as worship leader.
She will be assisted by student servers, a guest soloist—Tammy Hightower Edens, and a guest
organist—Ralph Mills.

Admission to the Love Feast is by ticket only. Tickets are free and can be obtained by send-
ing a request, along with a stamped, self addressed envelope to: Rev. Carrie Parrish, Methodist
College, 5400 Ramsey Street, Fayetteville, NC 28311 by November 28. Persons requesting
tickets should specify how many tickets they need and which service, the 6 p.m. or the 8 p.m.,
they wish to attend.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 14, 1995 Director of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE TO HOLD THANKSGIVING SERVICE

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Methodist College will hold a Thanksgiving service Monday, Nov. 20
in Hensdale Chapel. The public is invited.

Rev. Haywood Smith, pastor of St. Andrews United Methodist Church, will be the guest
preacher. The St. Andrews choir will provide the music and Methodist College students will
assist in the service.

The offering will be donated to Fayetteville Urban Ministry, along with items received in a
campus-wide food drive.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 16, 1995 Director of Public Relations

ODK AT METHODIST COLLEGE INDUCTS NEW MEMBERS

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—The Methodist College Circle of Omicron Delta Kappa, a national
leadership honor society, inducted five new members Nov. 15.
The new members are: Kellie Sue Fernandez, Kerry Elizabeth Oliastro, Alvy Elizabeth
Styles, Samuel A. Williams, lll, and Dr. Anthony J. Delapa.
-30-
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 16, 1995 Director of Public Relations

DELTA MU DELTA INDUCTS 21 BUSINESS STUDENTS AT METHODIST COLLEGE

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—The Methodist College chapter of Delta Mu Delta, a national honor
society for undergraduate students in business administration, received its charter November
10 and inducted 21 members.

Members of Delta Mu Delta must have completed half of their course work toward the
business administration degree, have a cumulative grade point average of B or better, be in
the top 20 percent of their class, and be of good character.

Methodist became eligible for a Delta Mu Delta chapter in June when the Reeves School
of Business was accredited by the Association of Collegiate Business Schools. Ms. Linda
Gravitt, director of the Evening College, is the faculty advisor.

Those students inducted as charter members are: Tiffany R. Black, Margaretta C.
Blackwell, Nichole M. Brooks, Deborah R. Carlson, Karen R. Dorman, James W. Fair, Jr.,
Jared Fryer, June A. Harrison, Susan Hayes-Johnson, Michael J. Henninger, James K.
Henson, Patricia A. Hurley, Sidney E. Larson, Ron Lavoie, Felice E. McNair, Jenifer L. Nee,
Brian R. Rodgers, Christine A. Summers, Colleen M. Waffer, Judith A. Wright, and Lillian M.
Yarborough.

The following persons were inducted as honorary members: Dr. Anthony Delapa, vice
president for academic affairs; Mr. Joseph F. Doll, director of the Reeves School of Business;
Dr. M. Elton Hendricks, president of Methodist College; Mrs. Donna C. Lloyd, chair of Putt Putt
Golf Courses of America; and Mr. David G. Wilson, Reeves School of Business Executive-in-
Residence.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 16, 1995 Director of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE CHORUS SLATES WINTER CONCERT

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—The Methodist College Chorus, under the direction of Alan M.
Porter, will present a winter concert Wednesday, Nov. 29 at 8 p.m. in Reeves Auditorium.

The 41-member chorus will perform a varied program entitled “Christ for the World We
Sing,” the same program the group will take to France next March in its first European concert
tour.* French compositions by Fauré, Charpentier, and Messiaen will be interspersed with
English/American anthems and spirituals.

Methodist’s chorus and its vocal ensembles have had a busy schedule of fall concerts and
fund-raisers, singing at Fayetteville’s International Folk Festival and the Lafayette Society
Banquet; at United Methodist churches in Raleigh, Carrboro, Burlington, Lillington, and Wilson;
and at Southern Alamance High School in Graham. The group has washed cars, sold barbe-
cue, and held a yard sale and walk-a-thon in efforts to raise half of an estimated tour cost of
$45,000.

Two vocal ensembles—The Rainbow’s End and The Monarch Quartet—will perform inde-
pendently during the winter concert. These groups are comprised of chorus members selected
by audition. Marie Lakin serves as principal accompanist for the chorus and The Monarch
Quartet. Jay Locklear accompanies The Rainbow’s End.

-30-

* During their tour of France, the Methodist College Chorus will perform in Paris,
Strasbourg, Mulhouse, and St. Avold—Fayetteville’s sister city. Fayetteville Mayor J. L.
Dawkins has designated the chorus as the city’s official representative for the first educational
exchange between Fayetteville and St. Avold. The governing bodies of the two cities entered a
sister city agreement in September, 1993.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Bill Billings
November 16, 1995 Director of Public Relations

METHODIST COLLEGE TO HOST ANNUAL TEACHER’S JOB FAIR

FAYETTEVILLE, NC—Methodist College will host its annual Teacher’s Job Fair on
November 20 in the Reeves Auditorium from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Over 40 school districts
throughout North Carolina are registered to attend the job fair and discuss teaching vacancies
and hiring needs.

Education majors from neighboring colleges and certified teachers are welcome to attend.
For more information call the Methodist College Office of Career Services, 630-7279 or the
Methodist College Department of Education at 630-7057.
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