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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

March 2, 1981

Maxwell Anderson Film
Festival Set for March

Féyette&ille—-Methodist College will host a festival
of Maxwell Anderson films dﬁring the month of March in

preparétion for the world premiere of Anderson's Raft on the

Biigz in April.

Three films, based on Anderson's best-known plays,
will be shown on three play dates: March 18, March 25 and
April 1. Each date will feature a full-length Anderson film
to be shown at 3:30 in the afternoons in the Materials Center
on the Methodist campus and at 8 o'clock in the college
Student Union.

Maxwell Anderson is acclaimed as one of the top
American pléywrights, winning the Pulitzer Prize for Both Your
Houses and two Drama Critics Circle Awards for Winterset and
High Tor.

Anderson wrote numerous film scripts and many of his
pléys were translated to the screen. Filmed versions of his

plays include Winterset, Anne of a Thousand Days, Key Largo,

Eost in the Stérs, Knickerbocker Holiday, Elizabeth and Essex,

Mary of Scotland, The Bad Seed, Saturday's Children, What Price

Glory, The Eve of St. Mark and Joan of Lorraine.

All film showings are open to the public at no charge.

For further information, call Nancy Bleakley at 488-7110, ext. 262,
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Féyette&ille—-Methodist College will host a festival
of Maxwell Anderson films dﬁring the month of March in

preparétion for the world premiere of Anderson's Raft on the

Eiigz in April.

Three films, based on Anderson's best-known plays,
will be shown on three play dates: March 18, March 25 and
April 1. Each date will feature a full-length Anderson film
to be shown at 3:30 in the afternoons in the Materials Center
on the Methodist campus and at 8 o'clock in the college
Student Union.

Maxwell Anderson is acclaimed as one of the top
American pléywrights, winning the Pulitzer Prize for Both Your
Houses and two Drama Critics Circle Awards for Winterset and
High Tor.

Anderson wrote numerous film scripts and many of his
plays were translated to the screen. Filmed versions of his

plays include Winterset, Anne of a Thousand Déys, Key Largo,

Lost in the Stars, Knickerbocker Holiday, Elizabeth and Essex,

Méry of Scotland, The Bad Seed, Séturday's Children, What Price

Glory, The Eve of St. Mark and Joan of Lorraine.

All film showings are open to the public at no charge.
For further information, call Nancy Bleakley at 488—7110, ext. 262,
The disco@ery of the script of a musical version of
Huck Finn in Maxwell Anderson's files.by Dr. Sue Kimball of
the Methodist College facﬁlty marked the beginning of a major
theatrical production to climax with the world premiere of

Raft on the River scheduled for Methodist College on April 15

at 8:15 P.M.
# # #

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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Fayetteville, N.C 28301

For Immediate Release

Methodist College /

‘March 2, 1981

Playwright Maxwell Anderson
Ranks High Among American Dramatists

Fayetteville--The late Maxwell Anderson is regarded by
numerous critics as the second-best American playwright succeeded
only by Eugene 0'Neill. With the world premiere of his musical

adaptation of Huck Finn, Raft on the River planned for Wednesday,

April 15, local interest in Maxwell Anderson has surged.
Anderson (1888-1959) received the Pulitzer Prize for

Both Your Houses and the first Drama Critics' Circle Award ever

given for Winterset. He later received a second Circle Award for
High Tor.

A prolific writer, Maxwell Anderson wrote numerous film
scripts and many of his plays were‘translated to the screen. Among

his films are Anne of the Thousand Days, Key Lérgo, Knickerbocker

Holiday, Mary of Scotland, Séturday's Children (5 versions), The Bad

Seed, The Eve of St. Mark, What Price Glory (3 versions), Joan of

Lorraine, Winterset, Lost in the Stars and Elizabeth and Essex.

In 1942 Anderson visited nearby Fort Bragg, a visit which
later provided the basis of his radio script "From Reveille to

Breakfast" and his play and movie script about war called The Eve of

B, Mark.
Methodist College professor Dr. Sue Kimball discovered the

script of Raft on the River while doing research at Louisiana State

University. After receiving permission from Maxwell Anderson's

widow, Methodist College has begﬁn prodﬁction on Raft on the River,



- - —

only by Eugene 0'Neill. With the world premiere of his musical

adaptation of Huck Finn, Raft on the River planned for Wednesday,

April 15, local interest in Maxwell Anderson has surged.
Anderson (1888—1959) received the Pulitzer Prize for

Both Your Houses and the first Drama Critics' Circle Award ever

given for Winterset. He later received a second Circle Award for
High Tor.

A prolific writer, Maxwell Anderson wrote numerous film
scripts and many of his plays were translated to the screen. Among

his films are Anne of the Thousand Days, Key Lérgo, Knickerbocker

Holiday, Mary of Scotland, Sétﬁrdayfs Children (5 versions), The Bad

Seed, The Eve of St. Mark, What Price Glory (3 versions), Joan of

Lorraine, Winterset, Lost in the Stars and Elizabeth and Essex.

In 1942 Anderson visited nearby Fort Bragg, a visit which
later provided the basis of his radio script "From Reveille to

Breakfast" and his play and movie script about war called The Eve of

St. Mark.
Methodist College professor Dr. Sue Kimball discovered the

script of Raft on the River while doing research at Louisiana State

Uni&ersity. After receiving permission from Maxwell Anderson's

widow, Methodist College has begﬁn prodﬁction on Raft on the River,

scheduled to open April 15.
# # #

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

To: Feature writers

From: Gwen Sykes :

Subject: Raft on the River/Fine Arts Festival
pDate. " March 5, 196l

Raft on the River is an exciting although monumental undertéking

that &irtually has all of us working doubletime. Add to that
world premiere, a full week of fine arts events and exhibits--

the schedule begins to bulge!

In an effort to help you keep up with the numerous activities, I
have included a generic schedule of Fine Arts Festival happenings.
You will also find a schedule by dates (on yellow sheet) for your
benefit. Other pieces included are an information sheet on Maxwell
Anderson and another press composite of the Fine Arts Festival for

your files.

How can I help you? 1Is there information yoﬁ need that I'm not »
proﬁiding? Do you need graphics or photographs earlier than the
scheduled March 25 picture day? I can maybe pose something for

you if you need it earlier. In the event that you need duplicates
of anything coming out of my office, just let me know. Because of
the magnitude of material, I have chosen to provide this file folder

that will hopefully simplify things for you.

Our major push here is for community participation at the myriad of

events being provided FREE. As you know, Dr. Pearce is adamant
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that virtually has all of us working doubletime. Add to that
world premiere, a full week of fine arts events and exhibits—-

the schedule begins to bulge!

In an effort to help you keep up with the numerous activities, I
have included a generic schedule of Fine Arts Festival happenings.
You will also find a schedule by dates (on yellow sheet) for your
benefit. Other pieces included are an information sheet on Maxwell
Anderson and another press composite of the Fine Arts Festival for

your files.

How can I help you? 1Is there information yoﬁ need that I'm not .
proﬁiding? Do you need graphics or photographs earlier than the
scheduled March 25 picture day? I can maybe pose something for

you if you need it earlier. In the event that you need duplicates
of anything coming out of my office, just let me know. Because of
the magnitude of material, I have chosen to proVide this file folder

that will hopefully simplify things for you.

Our major push here is for community participation at the myriad of
events being provided FREE. As you know, Dr. Pearce is adamant
about giving back to the community that supports us so strongly
financially. That's why none of these activities have a cost

attached, not even Raft on the River.

Thank you for your cooperation in this, and so many, matters.
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

PRESS MATERIAL

Martha Bass Abernethy

Martha Bass Abernethy holds &egrees from Oberlin College
and the Uni§ersity of North Carolina at Chépel Hill. She is pre-
sently on the piéno facﬁlty at Meredith College in Raleigh and has
appeared recently at Chowan College, NC Wesleyan College, UNC-
Chapel Hill, and the North Carolina Museum of Art. Mrs. Abernethy
is also a frequent contributor of reviews and articles on music to

Spectator Magazine;

Rennie Beyer

Rennie Beyer is director of the Community Music Program at
Methodist College; She is a mégna cum laude grédﬁéte of UNC-
Greensboro and a native of Raleigh. Prior to her appointment at
Methodist, Mrs. Beyer taught at N.C. State Uniﬁersity;

Mrs. Beyer has performed extensiﬁely throughout North
Carolina, most recently in Raleigh and Winston-Salem. She has
studied with Daniel Ericoﬁrt, Frances Whéng and Robert Goldsand.

Currently, Mrs. Beyer resides in Fayetteville and with her family.

& from gwen sykes. methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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‘Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

January 5, 1981

METHODIST COLLEGE TO HOST
WORLD PREMIERE OF MUSICAL
'RAFT ON THE RIVER'

FAYETTEVILLE--It isn't often that Fayetteville has the
opportunity to be the site of a world premiere stage production.
It is even less often that a small liberal arts college has the
opportunity to host such a production. But both will come to
pass on April 15, 1981 when Methodist College hosts the world

premiere performance of Maxwell Anderson's Raft on the River.

The late playwright Maxwell Anderson wrote Raft on the

River as a musical interpretation of Mark Twain's Huckleberry

Finn. It existed only in the original handwritten form until
Methodist professor of English Dr. Sue Kimball discovered the
play while reviewing a book on Anderson's writing during a study
of Southern literature at Louisiana State University in 1979.

Intrigued and excited by her discovery of the musical
with book and lyrics by Anderson and an incomplete score by the
late Kurt Weill, Dr. Kimball wrote to the widows of both men,
seeking permission to produce the musical. Lotte Lenya, Weill's
widow, refused permission to use Weill's music. Mrs. Anderson,
however, agreed to having the work produced at Methodist College
and gave added permission for a new score to be added.

After submitting representative scores to five of the

21 songs in the play to Mrs. Anderson for her approval, Dr. Jack



FAYETTEVILLE--It isn't often that Fayetteville has the
opportunity to be the site of a world premiere stage production.
It is even less often that a small liberal arts college has the
opportunity to host such a production. But both will come to
pass on April 15, 1981 when Methodist College hosts the world

premiere performance of Maxwell Anderson's Raft on the River.

The late playwright Maxwell Anderson wrote Raft on the

River as a musical interpretation of Mark Twain's Huckleberry

Finn. It existed only in the original handwritten form until
Methodist professor of English Dr. Sue Kimball discovered the
play while reviewing a book on Anderson's writing during a study
of Southern literature at Louisiana State University in 1979.
Intrigued and excited by her discovery of the musical
with book and lyrics by Anderson and an incomplete score by the

late Kurt Weill, Dr. Kimball wrote to the widows of both men,

seeking permission to produce the musical. Lotte Lenya, Weill's

widow, refused permission to use Weill's music. Mrs. Anderson,
however, agreed to having the work produced at Methodist College
and gave added permission for a new score to be added.

After submitting representative scores to five of the
21 songs in the play to Mrs. Anderson for her approval, Dr. Jack

Peyrouse received the final go-ahead for the productiom in early

January. Peyrouse, director of theatre arts at Methodist College,

will direct the play while Dr. Kimball will produce the five

scheduled performances.

Raft on the River, although sponsored by Methodist College,

will be a combined effort of top professionals in the area. Joining

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

2=2-3=2

WORLD PREMIERE--'RAFT ON THE RIVER'

(continued)

Peyrouse and Kimball are Ann Clark for choreography, Jeanette
McMullen for scenery, Jesse Chikalla for costuming design, Ms. Ben
Spicer for make-up, Pat Tyson for hair styles and David Castenada
for lighting. Alan Porter will serve as choral director and Mike
Rogers will serve as orchestra director for the production. Both
Porter and Rogers are members of the Methodist College music faculty.
A grant from the Grassroots Funding of the Arts Council
of North Carolina made possible the transcribing of the handwritten
script into typed manuscript form.,
According to Dr. Jack Peyrouse, the five performances of

Raft on the River will be held April 15, 16, 17 and 18 at 8:15 p.m.

with a matinee performance scheduled for April 18 at 2 o'clock.
The First Annual Methodist College Fine Arts Festival will be held
in conjunction with the production of Anderson's musical during
Easter week. Events will include a film series of Anderson's works,
a lyceum series, the annual juried art show, a choral concert, a
Beaux Arts Ball, an exhibit of crosses and Crucifixion paintings
and religious observances including a Seder Supper, Good Friday
church services, Easter Sunrise services and "A Man and His God"
senior acting recital featuring a mystery, miracle and morality‘
play.

Special guests expected to participate in the events of

the week include Mrs. Maxwell Anderson, noted playwright Paul Green,




Spicer tor make-up, Pat Tyson for hair styles and David Castenada
for lighting. Alan Porter will serve as choral director and Mike
Rogers will serve as orchestra director for the production. Both
Porter and Rogers are members of the Methodist College music faculty.
A grant from the Grassroots Funding of the Arts Council
of North Carolina made possible the transcribing of the handwritten
script into typed manuscript form.
According to Dr. Jack Peyrouse, the five performances of

Raft on the River will be held April 15, 16, 17 and 18 at 8:15 p.m.

with a matinee performance scheduled for April 18 at 2 o'clock.

The First Annual Methodist College Fine Arts Festival will be held
in conjunction with the production of Anderson's musical during
Easter week. Events will include a film series of Anderson's works,
a lyceum series, the annual juried art show, a choral concert, a
Beaux Arts Ball, an exhibit of crosses and Crucifixion paintings

and religious observances including a Seder Supper, Good Friday
church services, Easter Sunrise services and "A Man and His God"
senior acting recital featuring a mystery, miracle and morality'
play.

Special guests expected to participate in the events of
the week include Mrs. Maxwell Anderson, noted playwright Paul Green,
Anderson scholar Dr. Laurence Aﬁery who is Dean of the Graduate
Studies in English at UNC-Chapel Hill, Lee Yopp who coordinates
productions at the Fort Bragg Playhouse and Jane Berry who heads

Circa productions.

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (219) 488-7110 ext. 246




Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

J=3=3=3
WORLD PREMIERE--'RAFT ON THE RIVER'

(continued)

Reservations will be available from Methodist College

in March for performances of Raft on the River.

"A premiere performance of anything is a monumental
undertaking," says Dr. Peyrouse, 'but a musical which still is in
the process of being scored is challenging, to say the least. We
are excited beyond belief and grateful for a chance that comes

rarely to a college campus."

# # #
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—~-Methodist College

Fayetteville, N C. 28301

For Immmediate Release

March 6, 1981

Cast of Sixty Highlights
'Raft on the River' Premiere

Fayetteville--Lynette Blalock and Mark Mooney lead a cast
of sixty currently in rehearsal for the world premiere of Maxwell

Anderson's Raft on the River opening Wednesday, April 15 at Reeves

Auditorium on the Methodist College campus. A Methodist College
sophomore, Lynette Blalock is cast as Mary Jane Wilkes in Anderson's

musical adaptation of Huckleberry Finn. Mary Jane is the girlfriend

of Huck Finn, portrayed by Methodist senior Mark Mooney.
Blalock is a business administration major from Durham and
a graduate of Northern High School in Durham. Her previous dramatic

experience includes roles in productions of Carousel, A Charlie Brown

Christmas, Li'l Abner and Oliver.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Coy Blalock, Ms. Blalock has
also participated in the European Tour of "America's Youth In Concert."
Her performance as Mary Jane will mark her debut on the Methodist
College stage.

Mark Mooney, senior English major from Baltimore, Maryland,
is a veteran performer in Methodist College productions having
performed in more plays than any other Methodist College student.

Among these are performances in Haunted House, Hedda Gabler, Oedipus

Rex, Twelfth Night and Once In A Lifetime.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon C. Mooney, Mark will graduate
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of sixty currently in rehearsal for the world premiere of Maxwell

Anderson's Raft on the River opening Wednesday, April 15 at Reeves

Auditorium on the Methodist College campus. A Methodist College
sophomore, Lynette Blalock is cast as Mary Jane Wilkes in Anderson's

musical adaptation of Huckleberry Finn. Mary Jane is the girlfriend

of Huck Finn, portrayed by Methodist senior Mark Mooney.
Blalock is a business administration major from Durham and
a graduate of Northern High School in Durham. Her previous dramatic

experience includes roles in productions of Carousel, A Charlie Brown

Christmas, Li'l Abner and Oliver.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Coy Blalock, Ms. Blalock has
also participated in the European Tour of "America's Youth In Concert."
Her performance as Mary Jane will mark her debut on the Methodist
College stage.

Mark Mooney, senior English major from Baltimore, Maryland,
is a veteran performer in Methodist College productions having

performed in more plays than any other Methodist College student.

Among these are performances in Haunted House, Hedda Gabler, Oedipus

Rex, Twelfth Night and Once In A Lifetime.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon C. Mooney, Mark will graduate
from Methodist College in May.

Other major roles in the production of Raft on the River

are Tom Sawyer, portrayed by John Harris and Jim, portrayed by Don Duff.
Harris is a senior business administration major at Methodist from
Boonville, N.C. Duff is a junior social studies major from Mooresville,

N.C.

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau. (919) 488-7110 ext 246




- Methodist College

Fayetteville, N C 28301

For Immediate Release

Zeg=2=2

CAST OF SIXTY (cont.)

Vivian Byrd, a Methodist alumnus, will portray Aunt Polly
and Nancy Bleakley will portréy Widow Douglas. Fred Reardon will
be Judge Thatcher and Susan Mull, freshman from Raleigh, will be
Becky Thatcher.

Byrd, Smith and Roraback are all well-known performers in
the Fayetteville area. In addition to the title role in My Fair
Lady, Vivian Byrd has also appeared in Bordeaux productions of HMS

Pinafore, Sweet Charity and A Funny Thing Happened On The Way to

the Forum.

Rex Smith performed also in My Fair Lady and in the Fay-

etteville Little Theatre production of The Great White Hope. Smith

has had several roles in North Carolina outdoor dramas.
George Roraback comes to the Methodist stage fresh from

performances with Bordeaux productions of My Fair Lady, and A Funny

Thing Happened On the Way to the Forum. He has also appeared in

Fayetteville Little Theatre productions of Born Yesterday, Man of

LaMancha, and The Great White Hope. At Fort Bragg Theatre, Roraback

has performed in Twelve Angry Men and Music Man.

Other cast members include David Carver, Charles Johnson,
Jimmy Vestal, Sandy Sellers, Melissa Gentry, Ann Johnson and Carol
Brown.

Also John Chance, Rennie Stack, Rosemary Garner, Shirley
Swanger, Jerry Cribb, Cheryl Epperson, Walter Stérk, Mike McDonald,

Dan Froneberger, Willie Gooch, Kelly Shelton and Cleophus McMillan.

Also Zavery McDougald, Vernon Livingstone, Olga Kearns,
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Becky Thatcher.

Byrd, Smith and Roraback are all well-known performers in
the Fayetteville area. In addition to the title role in My Fair
Lady, Vivian Byrd has also appeared in Bordeaux productions of_ HMS

Pinafore, Sweet Charity and A Funny Thing Happened On The Way to

the Forﬁm.

Rex Smith performed also in My Fair Lady and in the Fay-

etteville Little Theatre production of The Great White Hope. Smith

has had several roles in North Carolina outdoor dramas.
George Roraback comes to the Methodist stage fresh from

performances with Bordeaux productions of My Fair Lady, and A Funny

Thing Happened Om the Way to the Forum. He has also appeared in

Fayetteville Little Theatre productions of Born Yesterday, Man of

LaMancha, and The Great White Hogg; At Fort Bragg Theatre, Roraback

has performed in Twelve Angry Men and Music Man.

Other cast members include David Carver, Charles Johnson,
Jimmy Vestal, Sandy Sellers, Melissa Gentry, Ann Johnson and Carol
Brown.

Also John Chance, Rennie Stack, Rosemary Garner, Shirley
Swanger, Jerry Cribb, Cheryl Epperson, Walter Stérk, Mike McDonald,
Dan Froneberger, Willie Gooch, Kelly Shelton and Cleophus McMillan.

Also Zavery McDougald, Vernon Livingstone, Olga Kearns,
Alice R. Davis, Arnita Davis, Jeanene Jenrette, Keri Clark, Peter
Baxley, Laura Baxley,DaQid Porter, Amy Snellgroée, Janet Cote',
Angela Gentry, Linda Trudeu, Emma Montaldo, Carol Reichle, Leslie
Roraback, Scotti Sykes, Jamie Sykes, Becky Green and James Green.

Raft on the River 1is directed by Dr. Jack Peyrouse and

produced by Dr. Sue Kimball. Music director is Alan Porter and chor-
eography 1is being coordinated by Ann Clark.
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

3=3-3-3
CAST OF SIXTY (cont.)

All performances are free and will be held in Reeves Aud-
itorium on April 15, 16, 17 and 18 at 8:15 p.m; A matinee will be
held on Satﬁrday, April 18 at 2:15, Reservations are reqﬁired.
Tickets will be avilable beginning Monday, April 6.

# # #
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immmediate Release

March 6, 1981

THIS WEEK AT METHODIST. . .

Sunday, March 8 Dormitories open for students retﬁrning
from Spring Break, 2:00 p.m.

Baseball team returns from Florida
touxr, 10:00 p.m.

Chorus returns from New York tour,

10:00 p.m.
Monday, March 9 : Classes resﬁme, 8:00 a.m.
Tuesday, March 10 Methodist College Foundation meets

at monthly luncheon, Alumni Dining
Rooms, 12:30 p.m.

Men's Tennis match with Francis Marion,
Methodist Courts, 2:30 p.m.

Wednesday, March 11 Terry Poole Akamatsu, Piano recital,
Recital Hall--Fine Arts Building, 10:00a.m|

Baseball with Guilford College, Shelley
Field, 1:00 p.m.

Golf with St. Andrews, Cypress Lakes,
12:30 p.m,

Thﬁrsdéy, March 12 Men's Tennis with St. Andrews, Methodist
Courts, 2:00 p.m,

Friday, March 13 Baseball with George Washington University
Shelley Field, 1:00 p.m.

Satﬁrday, March 14 Handbell Choir Festival and Concert,
Student Union, 3:00 p.m.

Sﬁndéy, March 15 Tammy Hightower voice recital, Hensdale
Chapel, 3:00 p.m.

# # #
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Methodlist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

March 6, 1981

Cast of Sixty Highlights
'Raft on the River' Premiere

Fayetteﬁille--Lynette Blalock and Mark Mooney lead a cast
of sixty currently in rehearsal for the world premiere of Maxwell

Anderson's Raft on the River opening Wednesday, April 15 at Reeves

Auditorium on the Methodist College campus; A Methodist College
sophomore, Lynette Blalock is cast as Mary Jane Wilkes in Anderson's

musical adaptation of Huckleberry Finn. Mary Jane is the girlfriend

of Huck Finn, portrayed by Methodist senior Mark Mooney.
Blalock is a business administration major from Durham and
a graduate of Northern High School in Durham. Her previous dramatic

experience includes roles in productions of Carousel, A Charlie Brown

Christmas, Li'l Abner and Oliver.

The daﬁghter of Mr. and Mrs. Coy Blalock, Ms. Blalock has -
also participated in the European Tour of "America's Youth In Concert."
Her performance as Mary Jane will mark her debut on the Methodist
College stage;‘

Mark Mooney, senior English major from Baltimore, Maryland,
is a veteran performer in Methodist College prodﬁctions having
performed in more pléys than any other Methodist College student.

Among these are performances in Haunted House, Hedda Gabler, Oedipus

Rex, Twelfth Night and Once In A Lifetime.




Cast of Sixty Highlights
'Raft on the River' Premiere

Féyette&ille—-Lynette Blalock and Mark Mooney lead a cast
of sixty cﬁrrently in rehearsal for the world premiere of Maxwell

Anderson's Raft on the River opening Wednesday, April 15 at Reeves

Auditorium on the Methodist College campus; A Methodist College
sophomore, Lynette Blalock is cast as Mary Jane Wilkes in Anderson's

musical adaptation of Huckleberry Finn. Mary Jane is the girlfriend

of Huck Finn, portrayed by Methodist senior Mark Mooney.
Blalock is a business administration major from Durham and
a graduate of Northern High School in Durham. Her previous dramatic

experience includes roles in productions of Carousel, A Charlie Brown

Christmas, Li'l Abner and Oliver.

The daﬁghter of Mr. and Mrs. Coy Blalock, Ms. Blalock has .
also participated in the European Tour of "America's Youth In Concert."
Her performance as Mary Jane will mark her debut on the Methodist
College stage;

Mark Mooney, senior English major from Baltimore, Maryland,
is a veteran performer in Methodist College prodﬁctions having
performed in more pléys than any other Methodist College student.

Among these are performances in Haunted Hoﬁse, Hedda Gabler, Oedipus

Rex, Twelfth Night and Once In A Lifetime.

The son of Mr. and Mrs. Vernon C. Mooney, Mark will graduate
from Methodist College in May.

Other major roles in the production of Raft on the River

are Tom Sawyer, portrayed by John Harris and Jim, portrayed by Don Duff.
Harris is a senior business administration major at Methodist from
Boonville, N.C. Duff is a jﬁnior social studies méjor from Mooresville,

N.C.

L from gwen sykes, methodist college news bureau, (?19) 488-7110 ext. 246
\
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Methodist College

~ Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

2wl

CAST OF SIXTY (cont.)

Vivian Byrd, a Methodist alumnus, will portray Aunt Polly
and Nancy Bleakley will portréy Widow Doﬁglés. Fred Reardon will
be Jﬁdge Thatcher and Susan Mﬁll, freshman from Raleigh, will be
Becky Thatcher.

Byrd, Smith and Roraback are all well-known performers in
the FayetteVille area. In addition to the title role in My Fair
Lady, Vivian Byrd has also éppeéred in Bordeaux productions of HMS
Pinafore, Sweet Charity and A Funny Thing Happened On The Way to

the Forﬁm.

Rex Smith performed also in My Fair Lady and in the Fay-

etteville Little Theatre prodﬁction of The Great White Hope. Smith

has had several roles in North Carolina outdoor dramas.
George Roraback comes to the Methodist stage fresh from

performances with Bordeaux prodﬁctions of My Fair Lady, and_A Funny

Thing Happened Om the Wéy,to the Forum. He has also appeared in

Fayette&ille Little Theatre productions of Born Yesterday, Man of

LaManché, and The Great White Hope; At Fort Bragg Theétre, Roraback

has performed in Twe lve Angry Men and Music Man.

Other cast members include David Carver, Charles Johnson,
Jimmy Vestél, Sandy Sellers, Melissa Gentry, Ann Johnson and Carol
Brown. |

Also John Chénce, Rennie Stack, Rosemary Garner, Shirley

Swanger, Jerry Cribb, Cheryl Epperson, Walter Stark, Mike McDonald,

Dan Froneberger, Willie Gooch, Kelly Shelton and Cleophﬁs McMillan.
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Byrd, Smith and Roraback are all well-known performers in
the FayetteVille area. In addition to the title role in My Fair
Lady, Vivian Byrd has also éppeéred in Bordeaux productions of_ HMS
Pinafore, Sweet Charity and A Funny Thing Happened On The Way to

the Forﬁm.

Rex Smith performed also in My Fair Lady and in the Fay-

etteville Little Theatre production of The Great White Hope. Smith

has had several roles in North Carolina outdoor dramas.
George Roraback comes to the Methodist stage fresh from

performances with Bordeaux prodﬁctions of My Fair Lady, and_A Funny

Thing Happened Om the Wéyﬁto the Forum. He has also appeared in

Fayetteﬁille Little Theatre productions of Born Yesterday, Man of

LaManché, and The Great White Hope; At Fort Bragg Theatre, Roraback

has performed in Twelve Angry Men and Music Man.

Other cast members include David Carver, Charles Johnson,
Jimmy Vestél, Sandy Sellers, Melissa Gentry, Ann Johnson and Carol
Brown. ‘

Also John Chance, Rennie Stack, Rosemary Garner, Shirley
Swanger, Jerry Cribb, Cheryl Epperson, Walter Stark, Mike McDonald,
Dan Froneberger, Willie Gooch, Kelly Shelton and Cleophus McMillan.

Also Zévery McDougald, Vernon Livingstone, Olga Kearns,
Alice R. Daﬁis, Arnita Déﬁis, Jeanene Jenrette, Keri Clark, Peter
Béxley, Laura Béxley,DéQid Porter, Amy Snellgroée, Janet Cote',
Angelé Gentry, Linda Trﬁdeﬁ, Emma Montaldo, Carol Reichle, Leslie
Roraback, Scotti Sykes, Jamie Sykes, Becky Green and James Green.

Raft on the River is directed by Dr. Jack Peyrouse and

produced by Dr. Sue Kimball. Music director is Alan Porter and chor-

eography is being coordinated by Ann Clark.

& from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

3-3-3-3
CAST OF SIXTY (cont.)

All performances are free and will be held in Reeves Aud-
itorium on Apeil 15, 16, 17 and 18 at 8:15 p.m; A matinee will be
held on Sétﬁrday, April 18 at 2:15. Reservations are reqﬁired.
Tickets will be avilable Beginning.Monday, April 6.

# # #
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

To: Programming director
From: Gwen Sykes

Subject: World premiere/Fine Arts Festival
Date: March 6, 1981

It isn't often that Fayetteville has the opportunity to be the site
of a world premiere stage production. It is even less often that a
small liberal arts college has the opportunity to host such a
production. But both will come to pass on April 15, 1981 when
Methodist College hosts the world premiere performance of Maxwell
Anderson's Raft on the River.

Enclosed you will find information on the production of Raft, the
story behind its discovery and the myriad of events planned around
the premiere.

Please look through the material and let it capture your interest as
it has ours. Then let me know how I can help you in both advance
promotion of this free production and in feature coverage of that
night, April 15. Tt promises to be a gala night with appearances

by renowned playwright Paul Green and his wife; Mrs. Maxwell Anderson
and Dr. Laurence Avery, noted authority on Maxwell Anderson.

Your station is entitled to two tickets for the Patron's Dinner
at 6:00 p.m. and the premiere at 8:15, both on April 15, upon request.
Just fill out the attached form and send it to me.

Please let me know also your production plans and needs so that I
can make arrangements with the producer and director.

Thank you again for your cooperation in this, and so many, matters.

K

Enclosures:

Memo

Media request form

Raft on the River composite

PSA-Raft perrormance

PSA-Raft tickets

GeneTic schedule for Fine Arts Festival
Raft promotion card
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

_

March 9, 1981

RADIO RELEASE
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

"All That Jazz" will proﬁide the theme for the
Annual Miss Methodist College pégeént to be held Thursday,
March 12, at 8 o'clock in Reeves Auditorium.

Methodist College coeds will compete for the crown
cﬁrrently held by Teresa Wingenfield of Féyette?ille.

Speciél entertainment will be provided by Darlene
Cropper, Miss Féyette@ille} Dorraine Jécobs, Miss Columbus
Coﬁnty 1981; and Christy Thompson, Miss Columbus County, 1980.

Admission price is $1 for children and $2 for adults.

Methodist College students will be admitted free of chérge;

##

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246

»




0 4l
i ‘3 | '

METHODTST COLLEGE NEWS. BUREAU : METHODIST CCLLEGE
Publications Center , Student Union Fayetteville, N.C.

Release Distribution

______Fayette&ille Observer _:::;WFLB

_ = Fayettevilla Times _zf:_WFAI

___Paraglide Newspaper _J::;WFBS

_____ News and Observer __Z::WQSM/WFNC

. Sanford Herald _J£:LWIDU

____N.C. Christian Advocate QT

_____ Spectra/Arts Council WLAB

_ WWAY-TV i o e

____ WRAL-TV o iRy

____ WECT-TV UPI WRAL

_____WTVD-TV _____WQDR
Cablevision <o NI
City Forum

Regional Distribution as indicated:
Sandhill Citizen (Aberdeen) Angier Independent
Benson Review : Moore Coﬁnty News
Sampson Independent (Clinton) Bladen Journal (E-town)
Laurinburg Exchange Harnett County News
Lumberton Post Lumberton Robesonian
Mount Olive Tribune Raeford News-Journal
Red Springs Citizen ______Chérlotte Observer

o Smithfield Herald c o o8Bk Pauls Review
Whiteville News-Reporter > = - Toan Déily Record
Spring Lake News Greensboro Daily News
Durham Morning Herald _____pﬁrham Sun

‘Campus Distribution: Small Talk

Alumni News General Bulletin

fi-ta



Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

_

March 9, 1981

MISS METHODIST COLLEGE
TO BE CROWNED THIS WEEK

FAYETTEVILLE--"All That Jazz" will provide the theme
for the Annual Miss Methodist College pageént to be held Thﬁrsdéy,
March 12, at 8 o'clock in Reeves Auditorium.

Methodist College coeds will compete for the crown
cﬁrrently held by Teresa Wingenfield, a sophomore business major
from Féyetteﬁille; Master of ceremonies will be Buddy Coleman,
UNC-Greensboro administrator.

Speciél entertainment will be proﬁided by Darlene Cropper,
Miss Fayetteville; Dorraine Jacobs, Miss Columbus Coﬁnty 1981; and
Christy Thompson, Miss Columbus Coﬁnty, 1980.

Admission price is $1 for children and $2 for adults.

Methodist College students will be admitted free . of charge.

#i#

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (219) 488-7110 ext, 246
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

March 10, 1981

Coeds Compete For
Miss Methodist Title

Fayetteville--Miss Methodist College 1981 will be
crowned here Thursday night, March 12, from a field of
Methodist coeds competing for the title at 8 o'clock in
Reeves Auditorium on the Methodist campﬁs.

Teresa Wingenfield of Fayetteville, the current
Miss Methodist College, will relinqﬁish her title to one
of the fourteen contestants in the annual Miss Methodist
College Pageant.

They are Kim McCormick, sophomore; Debbie Pollock,
freshman; Linda Heaton, junior; Ann Johnson, sophomore;
Broxie Powers, junior; Shelah Burroughs, sophomore; Teri
Hawley, sophomore-—all of Fayetteville.

Also Kimberly Fretwell, freshman of Bristol, Va.§
Norma Jean Walters, freshman from Rougemont, N.C.; Olga
Kearns, freshman from Troy, N.C.; Donna Gore, freshman from
Nakina; Jeanene Jenrette, junior from Tabor City, N.C.;
Cheryl Epperson, sophomore from Hubert, N.C.; and Rachelle
McCallum, junior from Raleigh.

Miss Fayetteville, Darlene Cropper, will headline
special entertainment for the pageant along with Dorraine

Jacobs, Miss Columbus County 1981 and Christy Thompson, Miss

o N - 2 T G e



Fayetteville--Miss Methodist College 1981 will be
crowned here Thursday night, March 12, from a field of
Methodist coeds competing for the title at 8 o'clock in
Reeves Auditorium on the Methodist cémpﬁs.

Teresa Wingenfield of Fayetteville, the current
Miss Methodist College, will relinquish her title to one
of the fourteen contestants in the annual Miss Methodist
College Pageant.

They are Kim McCormick, sophomore; Debbie Pollock,
freshman; Linda Heaton, juniorj Ann Johnson, sophomore;
Broxie Powers, junior; Shelah Burroughs, sophomore; Teri
Hawley, sophomore-—-all of Fayetteville.

Also Kimberly Fretwell, freshman of Bristol, Va.;
Norma Jean Walters, freshman from Roﬁgemont, N:C,; Olga
Kearns, freshman from Troy, N.C.; Donna Gore, freshman from
Nakina; Jeanene Jenrette, junior from Tabor City, N.C.;
Cheryl Epperson, sophomore from Hubert, N.C.; and Rachelle
McCallum, junior from Raleigh.

Miss Fayetteville, Darlene Cropper, will headline
special entertainment for the pageant along with Dorraine
Jacobs, Miss Columbus County 1981 and Christy Thompson, Miss
Columbus County, 1980.

Admission price is $1 for children and $2 for
adults. Methodist College students will be admitted free of

charge.

# # #

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (219) 488-7110 ext. 246 )
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

March 13, 1981

LINDA HEATON CROWNED
MISS METHODIST COLLEGE

FAYETTEVILLE--Linda Heaton, jdnior political science
major from FéyetteVille, was crowned Miss Methodist College during
the annual pageant held Thursday eVening, March 12 in Reeves
Auditorium on the Methodist College campus.

Ms. Heaton is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Heaton of Fayetteville and will attend law school upon her grad-
uation from Methodist College in 1982. Ms. Heaton received her
crown from Theresia Wingenfield, Miss Methodist College 1980.

Ann Johnson, sophomore education major from Fayette-
ville, was selected first runner-up in the Miss Methodist College
Pageant. Ms. Johnson, a graduate of Pine Forest Senior High
School, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Waylon Johnson of Fayette-
ville.

Other members of the court include second runner-up
Kim McCormick, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick of Wade;
third runner—up Shelah Burroﬁghs, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Burroughs of Fayette&ille; and fourth runner-up Olga Kearns,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hennigén L. Kearns of Troy, N.C.

Ms. Kearns was also selected the pageant's Miss

Congeniality. She is a freshman student in a pre-medical curriculum.

Ms. Heaton will represent Methodist College



LINDA HEATON CROWNED
MISS METHODIST COLLEGE

FAYETTEVILLE--Linda Heaton, junior political science
major from FéyetteVille, was crowned Miss Methodist College during
the annual pageant held Thursday eVening, March 12 in Reeves
Auditorium on the Methodist College campus.

Ms. Heaton is the daﬁghter of Mr. and Mrs. Alex
Heaton of Fayetteville and will attend law school upon her grad-
uation from Methodist College in 1982. Ms. Heaton received her
crown from Theresia Wingenfield, Miss Methodist College 1980.

Ann Johnson, sophomore education major from Fayette-
ville, was selected first runner—up in the Miss Methodist College
Pageant. Ms. Johnson, a graduate of Pine Forest Senior High
School, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Waylon Johnson of Fayette-
ville.

Other members of the court include second runner-up
Kim McCormick, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John McCormick of Wade;
third runner-up Shelah Burroughs, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Burroughs of Fayetteﬁille; and fourth runner-up Olga Kearns,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Hennigén L. Kearns of Troy, N.C.

Ms. Kearns was also selected the pageant's Miss
Congeniality. She is a freshman student in a pre-medical curriculum.

Ms. Heaton will represent Methodist College

throughout the academic year 1981-82 at various functions.

# # #

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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‘Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

March 13, 1981

Methodist College To Host
Corporations at Job Fair

Fayetteville--Methodist College seniors will have an
opportunity to evaluate their future in corporate enterprise as they
host representatives from thirty corporations on Wednesday, March 18
in the Methodist College Student Union from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 p;m.

Among the businesses attending the Methodist College Job
Fair are Westinghouse, Northwestern, Purolator, Boddie-Noell,

Waehovia, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Eckards, Metropolitan, Branch
Banking and Trust, First Citizens, First Union and Deep South Industries.

According to coordinator Jim Shook, the job fair is designed

to provide corporations the opportunity to ''see the human resoureces

that area colleges have to offer.'" Colleges attending include
Fayetteville State University, Campbell University, St. Andrews
Presbyterian College, North Carolina Wesleyan as well as host
Methodist College.

# # #

L from gwen sykes, methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immmediate Release

March 13, 1981

RADIO RELEASE
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT

Hearing tests will be available to Fayetteville
residents at Methodist College on Friday, March 20, from
10 o'clock until 6 o'clock in the college student union.

Sponsored by the Fayetteville Kiwanis Club, the
hearing tests will be conducted by Dr. Brooks Gore of the
Southeastern Speech and Hearing Clinic.

Further information is available from Calvert Ray,
Dean of Students at Methodist College, phone 488-7110.

# # #

L from gwen sykes, methodist college news bureau, (219) 488-7110 ext. 246 y
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

\_

March 13, 1981

LINDA HEATON CROWNED
MISS METHODIST COLLEGE

FAYETTEVILLE--Linda Heaton, junior political science
major from Fayetteville, was crowned Miss Methodist College
during the annual pageant held Thursday evening, March 12 in
Reeves Auditorium on the Methodist College campus.

Ms. Heaton is the déﬁghter of Mr. and Mrs. Alex Heaton
of FayetteVille and will attend law school upon her graduation from
Methodist College in 1982.

Ann Johnson, a sophomore education major from Fayetteville,
was selected first rﬁnner-ﬁp in the Miss Methodist College Pageant.
Other members of the court include second runner-up Kim McCormick,
third rﬁnner—ﬁp Shelah BﬁrroﬁghS’ and fourth rﬁnner—ﬁp Olgé Kearns.

Ms. Kearns was also selected the pégeant's Miss
Congeniélity;

# # #

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

March 13, 1981

Hearing Tests To Be Offered
At Methodist College

Féyette&ille—-Hearing tests will be available
to Féyette&ille residents at Methodist College on Friday,
March 20, from 10 o'clock until 6 o'clock in the college

student union.

Sponsored by the Fayetteville Kiwanis Clﬁb, the
hearing tests will be conducted by Dr. Brooks Gore of the
Southeastern Speech and Hearing Clinic.

Further information is available from Calvert Réy,
Dean of Students at Methodist College, phone 488-7110.

# # #

L fromn gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (219) 488-7110 ext. 246 D
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immmediate Release

_

March 13, 1981

RADIO RELEASE
PSA

Methodist College seniors will have an opportﬁnity to
evaluate their future in corporate enterprise as they host represent-
atives from thirty corporations on Wednesday, March 18 in the Methodist
College Student Union from 9:30 a.m. until 3:30 pP.m.

Among the businesses attending the Methodist College Job
Fair are Westinghouse, Northwestern, Purolator, Boddie-Noell, Wachovia
and Blue Cross/Blue Shield.

According to coordinator Jim Shook, the job fair is designed
to provide corporations the opportunity to '"see the human resources
that area colleges have to offer." Colleges attending include
Fayetteville State University, Pembroke State UniVersity, Campbell
UniVersity, St. Andrews Presbyterian College, North Carolina

Wesleyan as well as host Methodist College.
# # #

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246
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Methodist College

Fayetteville, N.C. 28301

For Immediate Release

March 13, 1981

THIS WEEK AT METHODIST . .

Satﬁrdéy, March 13

Sﬁnday, March 15

Monday, March 16

Tuesday, March 17
Wednesdéy, March 18

Handbell Festival Concert, sponsored
by the North Carolina United Methodist
Conference, MC Student Union, 3:00 p.m.

End of Student Government Hostages
(Student officers held hostage for
24 hours without food or drink or
smoking to raise money for the new
gym), 3:00 p.m. Student Union

Tammy Hightower Senior Voice Recital,
Hensdale Chapel, 3:00 p.m.

Sﬁnday eﬁeninngorship service, Hensdale
Chapel, 8:00 p.m.

"A Man and His God' Mark Mooney's Senior
Acting Recital, St. Andrews Methodist
Church, 7:30 p.m.

NATIONAL ENERGY WEEK

Baseball with Westfield State of Conn.,
Shelley Field, 2:00 p.m.

St. Patrick's Day

Dr. Thomas Elleman representing Carolina
Power and_Light Corporation at. convocati
Sciefice Building Auditorium, 10:00 p.m.
(National Energy Week)

Baseball with Spring Garden, Shelley
Field, 2:00 p.m.

Men's Tennis with Averett, Methodist

[ e, Y PV 5 S .
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THIS WEEK AT METHODIST . . .

Satﬁrdéy, March 13 Handbell Festival Concert, sponsored
by the North Carolina United Methodist
Conference, MC Student Union, 3:00 p.m.

End of Student Government Hostages
(Student officers held hostage for
24 hours without food or drink or
smoking to raise money for the new
gym), 3:00 p.m. Student Union

Sunday, March 15 Tammy Hightower Senior Voice Recital,
Hensdale Chapel, 3:00 p.m.

Sﬁnday evening worship service, Hensdale
Chapel, 8:00 p.m.

"A Man and His God' Mark Mooney's Senior
Acting Recital, St. Andrews Methodist
Church, 7:30 p.m.

Monday, March 16 NATIONAL ENERGY WEEK

Baseball with Westfield State of Conn.,
Shelley Field, 2:00 p.m.

Tﬁesdéy, March 17 St. Patrick's Day
Wednesdéy, March 18 Dr. Thomas Elleman representing Carolina
Power and.Light Corporation at.convocati4n

Sciefice Building Auditorium, 10:00 p.m.
(National Energy Week)

Baseball with Spring Garden, Shelley
Field, 2:00 p.m.

Men's Tennis with Aﬁerett, Methodist
Courte, 2:30 p.m.

Thﬁrsdéy, March 19 Baseball with Glassboro State, Shelley
Field, 2:00 p.m.

All-State Band Clinic, Reeves Auditorium,
9:00 a.m.

Friday, March 20 John Straitom, representing Exxon at
convocation, Science Building Auditorium,
10:00 a.m. (National Energy Week)

Baseball with Mhhlenberg, Shelley Field,
2:00 p.m.

from gwen sykes, Methodist college news bureau, (919) 488-7110 ext. 246 o
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