
/• /

"Fayettevll :-e will get the ,ollc. & all r:I hfc, «h,. I - C T S

no -i/uct In our r.Inus aLout t u.t - IF we full ill our p.^'t oi

In L.ukin^; t i:.s 3tb.teiv-.ni ^G.-.a.y, ...o:j, ?., L« _

uhcd.r;ran of the eoivp&i, n now in pro.- .r^ss throu aout the -itj

cJicl counl;;/ to r^is-.., '":2 r; llion In si^pport of the proj^v. t , jointed

up the .. ..in dirr...rerieti >-^tueen tht ^-arrant ap^fciJ. and on; con-

uuctfe •:•, huro al,-.ost thi*ee nontlis at o.

t! This tii'ie i^e i^re a..:.--.urid by c. u.ul^ authorized. oor.r ittto .'r

the 1. G. K=etho.,:,iiic Conference tht.t puyettevi^le will be recoK.;e:-

as the site I'or a top n±; ht four year co -educational college pro

v.--Ji:i^ loc-1 co;;.:;I orients t,.rc fulj.y r.^. t", ^ecil-.-,red ."r1. Pitt. .an.

'• On May li; in C:olds-oro:", lie continued, " a spcc;i,l session

oi' the '.'"iorth Jf.rcllna i'-otho-.-.ist C7onl'eroncti will tv.J-:e i'Ini.1 actlo:.i

iii thi- matter tnci we coiil'.. vie:':.'cj.y exptict cor-pj.-. te sip ;ro *..._;

'Jhe local lec-.-^r eriphaa.lzed th. ur^wncy ol1 c

canvass no^' un,..^rwi..y ..ell In a-..,vc..'icw oi' the Ciolus

i-..,-.-.ccl. : Wi.. : T;. t ..:«. _on.:;t̂ -c:.te In a .. o.'.v. Inci.a~ r^annur bh L

>;I^._iri to k.ea_- our -art o:: the rospons ! Lilit^;. '!

;.r. ?It=;: ;ir: tJi_ oVu-r conpaî .n ofi'lclc..ts 3t,i:s a tiict bh- ti\.:

of incrê sin. pleases, i! ; c/'.p or t î m repros-^ ".oir^, substantial i;-

cr'eases", 5 J highly -ncuura ia; ut thlu aoc. c.

" It su£ o t;-; thut the citi Z'w_ife OJ. ^upettfevi-c^e ;.Jid H .r.C'-r-

l,,.na County fully realise i/hat Is at stake coi _ t:-..e-i- 're prepared

to p.c c-_I o t In sovvln. . tha- the op ortunity of a century \oos

,,0- ,- t-r r. " observed t.notPer worker i>



Two local ministers today nadc declarations in support

of the current $2 million carjp- Ign for the ?Jesr Methodist

College as tlî y envisioned, community benefits from the

establishment of such an institution in this city.

The clergynen issuing ths pronouncements vere Dr. Louis

S« uaines, pastor cf the First Baptist Church, and. the Rev.

Roscoe C. liouser, Jr., rector cf St. John's Episcopal Churca

Ur. Qaines Salcit

The Rev. Houser declared?



I-Iayor George B. Herndon, today cited the tremendous

interest shown by the people of Fayetteville in the New

Methodist College as he expressed confidence that "All our

people will work without ceasing until the $2 million goal

is reached, if not surpassed"

The mayor statement was issued as a contingent of

nearly 800 workers began the second day of an intensive csnrpaign

effort which officials declared would cover a house-by-house,

block-̂ jy-block, precinct-by-precinct appeal through every area

of the city arid county.

The mayors statement in fullf "I do not recall when tbe

people of our community have been spurred on vith greater

zeal for a single cause than has accompanied the effort to

locate a new college in this area.

"Now that the prospect of such an opportunity appears

very real » and close at a.nri, 1 an confident that all oxir

people -will work without ceasing until the $2 million goal

is reached if not surpassed.

"*b greater reward for effort could be asked than that

our yc. ng people be given the advantages tihich the new

ilsthodist College will laost certainly afford, then.



Elaborate plans for a rousing End successful wind up of the

$2 million in pledges drive for the Ifev Methodist College were nade

here yesterday as leaders in the raoveraent sought added insurance

that every resident in the city and county would be given opportunity

to share in the &rea.-*/ide effort scheduled to be completed on Tuesday,

i-lay 8, which now has been designated "Castpaign Climax. Day."

Ths Rev, Clyde S. Eoggs, pastor of the Haymount Methodist Church,

yesterday accepted appointment as general chairman of a Special

Events Organization <jhich will promote and direct activities

calculated to spur ths drive to a fast moving, finish by the target

date.

It was clso revealed by Dr. R. L« ?itt*aan, general chairman of

the College Steering Ccnmitae, that Wednesday, Hay 9, vould be

celebrateo in the city sac county as Cumberland Achuevsincnt :Jty -

providing rt. Mcuti cf th

set out icr locuti ; -y-:

ulfil Ice. the -il conditions

. • '^'cttevillc.

g^t; listec i_ BMlbW o» -rii. iti«-:s 3o!i«-.o....".:c: to

take place cui-£;ig lay closii'y «;ee"\C taf •;^--tyfvign« Aziong other

projects plarmea, lie a-inoui'icec. that college ^l^cljlng Looths vould'
.

be set up ..etinescsy j^ur-iiiig, -ky 2, In str:-ite^l?: \. . . V. :...... - . ; & $ ,

in suljurboJi shcppLig centers, and. at population centers througiiout'

the county.

"Schools and churches in Cumberland County are also being asked

to participate significantly in the closing phase of the caarpaign,"

the Rev. Mr. Boggs stated, "and these institutions are being yiven

special assignments which we fesi confident tiiey will faithfully

carry out."''



He added that women of the churches were organizing to staff

the various booths and to conduct extensive telephone follow-up

of pledging solicitations.

"On Climax Day, itself, we are making plans for a final round-

up of pledges throughout the entire county with a tremendous and

dramatic appeal to all residents who have not pledged previously,"

the Rev. Mr. Boggs asserted. "To provide convenient last minute

facilities for accomplishing this, we plan to utilize the

established voting places throughout the city and county which have

been offered by the County Bosrd of Elections for this purpose".

Named as sub-chairmen by the Rev. Mr. Boggs to assist in closing

phase activities of the college campaign were: George T. ̂nin, Street

boothsj F« D. B̂ Td and 0, Reid Ross, schools; Rf>v« CX-ren Fitzgerald,

assistant raster of Hay Street Methodist Church, in charge of church

promotion' * and *-*rSo George Tirmin, in charge of tcl--"5hone follow-upi



Elaborate plans for a rousing end successful wind up of the
-" '-

S2 million in pledges drive for the New Methodist College were tmue

here yesterday ̂ 3 leaders In the aoveEtent sought added j usurance

that every resident in the city and county would be given opportunity

to share in the area-wide effort scheduled to be completed on Tuesday,

May 8, which now lias been designated nf,a;'7f*iign Clirsax Day,"

The Rev, Clyde S. Sô gs, pastor of the Hayaount Î thoclist Church,

ŝterduy accepted appointment as general ch&ixiaan of a Social

Events Crg£i'iii:atio»4 which will prcaaote and direct activities

calculated to spur the cirive to a fast aoving finish by the target

date.

It was also revealed by Dr. R. L. Pitteen, general chain»n of

tiie Collfege St&^ ,i Vj Comaittee, tiiat Weenesoay, Maj- 5, would TC

in the cit̂  anâ  county as Cuaiiwrlark; Aciiitfvejnent ̂^ -

rtw. .'.onts of the area fulfilled the financial conaitioi'is

set out for iccati: tlie n&u collegf? in Fsysttevilie,

The Rev* i'Ir» Boggs listed a nuaber c. activities scheduled to

take place during the closing week of the campaign. Among other

projects planned, he announced that college pledging booths would
,

be set up I'cdnesday morning, Tfey 2, in strategic downtown areas,

in suburban shopping centers, and at population centers throughout

the county.

"Schools and churches in Cttnibcrland County are also being asked

to participate significantly in the closing yfaase of the carqmign,"

the Rev. Mr. Boggs stated, "and these institutions are being given

special assignments which we feel confident they will faithfully

carry out." !



He added that worsen of the churches were organizing to staff

the various booths and to ccnciuct extcnsiv? telephone follov-up

of pledging solicitations.

"On Clirjax Dey> its?lf» we ar? faking plans for a final round-

up of pledges throughout the entire county with a tr<?sBndous and

dramatic appeal to all residents who haw not pledged previously,"

the Kcv. "*r. Eoggs assorted. "To provide convenient last ninute

facilities for sccor.r.lishinQ this, vc plcn t© utilize th;

establish:--;; votlnr pltc^t througliout- the city anci county which have

teen oiT.rrc u .;/ the County Bosrc of I'-lections for this pur;.x5s?n.

JiEiaed ES siî -chairĉ n fcy the "-A>. :;r. EOQQS to assist in closing

phaer actIvitI•.•':•.: ':£ the. colî sc cenpeign were* tVorge T".--.p'*£n, Street

toothsj ?. F-. fjTc P.nt "'. r«;--ic Ho&s> schools? ̂ .̂̂  r--.'*m fi>it?gcrald,

assistant prstor of n?.y Street T'pthodist Church, in charge of church

proiaoiiQL ' OTK: ¥e. George Tinnin, in chpA*nf of trlnphone follov-up.



Ilrs S, L, Elfioon, president of the Fayetteville Woman's Club,

declared today that the new 'V-thodist College provided "an

unparalleled opportunity within our reaciv* that «-ill benefit this

and other generations to come,

""hat crater ;~Ift could \*<>. leave the generations to follow

us,!t inquires :'rs, Klfiion, ?'than a citadel of higher learning in

their r^idst?

"Our's -!y a [privilege not given to "few1/,51 sihe continues, "the

privilege of ;;irov£ding advancer education not only for the youth

of today, btife for thousands yet unborn,

-Uith such an unparalleled o:jportunity within our reach,ni51ie

concludes, "sttrr!y :«rs can do no less than give; give ruoney, give

time and effort, t?«r ^ivr tharJrs for the priceless gift tliat is

being given to us."



Enthusiastic support of the proposed Methodist College and the county-*ride

campaign for pledges in the amount of $2million to assure its location in the

Fayetteville area vas voiced today by principals of some of ths leading schools

in the Cumberland County system.

School leaders, unanimously, see in this development a great boos to

education among children of the county, who, now, or in the future, arrive at

that stage where they decide to pursue their education beyond the high school

level.

Some of the expressions received earlier this week by Dr. R. L. Pittman,

general chsiroan of the College Steering Committee, end other campaign officials,

follow:

E. M. .Honocutt, principal, Central High Schools "The locating of a college

in Fayetteville should be good news to every citizen in Cumberland County. We

should all be proud tc support the Hethotitst Cell* o - Carrot ir,n tc -'rice two

million dollar.

"A college in Ftycitcvlllr would do mch to raise our educational

standards. T!sâ  c- '-'-£" beys cuid girls ir. th~- ;public school are a3£&a&y beginning

to talk colley*. and tl;inI;i;T; In terns of reproving their y\rk in school.

"We can not afford to let our children de.-n, '-vc oust all do our part to

bring the College to ;v--;ttcville."

B. M. licrnca, principal,. Gray's Creek. Schools "The proposed rfethodist

College is indc-ec a greet opportunity for boys, girls, raea, and weracn of the

Fayetteville iiica. A college GO'near irould increase college ettendance of

c'.i- high school students. It would minimize cxpenr̂ s for 1' -•••? and girls -who

cannot afford to go sstty to college. It would be a challenge for many who would

not otherwise realize the advtiti.tE.ges of "liĵ icr education. Most of all, it would

stimulate Christian growth for all the citizens of this area.w



E. R. Perry, principal, Hope !*ills School* "It seems to rae that the Ilcthodist

College is about the finest thing that could happen to the Fayetteville vicinity.

In addition to the opportunity vrhich it will afford the high school graduates of

this area there will undoubtedly come a great cultural stimulus to the entire

community. There is no wsy to estimate the value of this college in dollars and

cents to the Cumberland County section cf Tforth Carolina."

V. C. r!ason, principal, T-assey Kill High School: "The I-fessey Hill people

are very much elated over a college coming to Fayetteville. It would be impossible

to say in a few words just what it would mean to our section of the county. We

are glad and proud to know this good news.

"A college will mean s. great deal to our high school graduates. In our

section we have rz»r$r boys and girls tiho would_like to continue their education.

In many cases financial difficulties sre barriers and some of our boj'S and girls

cannot go for tMc r̂ trsr.n* Sons of our boy^ • . . - - . gii U t-c-on cntcr!:;r liigh school

know they will n?VT h'i\"? a chance to go to college-. Therefore, they do not

plan their high t̂ V--'l course with college in ~nind. However, if we have a college

in Fayettevillo rĉ ,;- --^r? of o-ur hfrt, school ̂ rr.ditstes could attend college and

prepare thc-r̂ olvos for tli'ur l!fs»n vork. c.r in most high schools the graduating

classes arc getting ?.srr?r and larger ceich hr:tr. That ?izans ncre II. S. graduates

will be going to cell"/". ">ir binh school 1? ̂ raring by les.ps and bounds—A

college in Fs-^ttevllie vill ̂ î sn nzuch to these boys tmd girls. It will aiean the

difference in either cci-^Q to college cr not going In TK-ry esses* At present we

rely on schclr.r«hips to ?. ;-rof.t e:-̂ cnt for- ;isy of our graajiates. One father in

our community pledged $100.C in tho first campaign — after Isarni:.; ''-hat the

college will come here for sure he has pledged $500.00. This man has five

children and he hopes every one of his children will go to college. Think what

a saving this will be in this one case. There are many more cases like this

one in our community, I am sure.



n Then, too, just think what a college thrill mean to our section of the state.

It will give us prestige that we would not otherwise get in any other way. It

will add an atmosphere to our county and city thnt will be elevating. It will

bring talent to our cc-finuiJty and county that ve would not have in ixs;* other way.

Also, it should unite the thinking and giving on the part of our people as

nothing else would do.

" You can depend on the citizens to J-!asscy Hill to support this college drive."

Lloyd E. Auaan, principal, Seventy-First Schools 1!I have been disappointed for

many years because of the low percentage of beys and girls fron this area that

attend college. I feel tli&t less than half of the boys tad girls frm this area

who are capei ".c of .doinjj college work attend collr-ga. They fail to go for two reasons.

The first reason being that they are not financially able to go, and second, due to

the lack of encouragement fron their parents they are not conscious of the values

of a higher education. If ve hc.d n. college here f.t would elininc.te both of the

above reasons. A collcys In tills srea would do much to inprove our secondary schools

by having a larger percentage of the students in the secondary school thinking about

college before they ever finish High School. If they know they are going on to

college they do nuch better work in High School. Finishing High School is the

final goal in education for too raany of our boys and girls who are capable of a

higher education."

£•_,?!•_ Johnson, Principal, Stfc«_::i School: "May I express to you and your

co-̂ workers r̂  appreciation and pledge ay co-operation, in the wonde. :."ul prcj t

of getting e collage in the Feyetteville ar<*a. I»a sura thst a local college

could do nuch to stimulate the interest of our young people in higher education

and lift their ideals in a better life to a higher plan."



April 2ii, 1956

St. L is Button. »:o.
.;,L'.. '.uci-s .:v;aac
St. Louis, "to

Gent 1 "Men?

In connection with our telephone conversation y^stsrcsy, we
cfv, ,vt.,-,k.s>i«itj « ehecl-: ib* d/Y»^i> to cov;r cost o^ -Ci.-j ioiiowings

£,.;CO Luctons, 14 imSi witli copy as

' .- lecigct,

1 hops you will <io evcrytliing to ship as soon as possible.

Thank you very raich.

iiincerely

L. W. Allen

?. S. -: c will be looking .Coward to delivery ty air
Send tot

College Steering CcuDiittec
• St.. :!cthoclist Churdi

Hey St.
Fcyetteville,- «. ,-.



DOMESTIC SERVICE

Check the class of service desired ;
otherwise this message -will be

sent as a f ullrate telegram

FULL RATE TELEGRAM

DAY LETTER

SLIGHT LF.TTEF!

w
UN 1206 ' 10-51

W. P. MARSHALL,, PRESIDENT

Send the following message, subject to the terms on lack, hereof, which are hereby agreed to

J INTEiZKATIOKAL SEfiV.CE V

Check the classof seryice desired ;
otherwise tile message wiiibo

seat at the full rate

FULL RATE

LETTER TELF3RAM

^HIP RADIOGRAM 7
NO. WPS. -cu or svc. PD. OS COLL. i CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOU?;T OF

3-3651

TIME FILED

May l} n;3Q P,

St* Louis Button Co»
lllii Lucas Avenue
St. Louis, Me.

Please advise shipment date and carrier £f our order.

L. W. Allen
College Coiamittee



Methodist Collet;?, Inc. July 13,
Public Relations
Fayetteville, I. C.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE - Methodist College here is expected to be ready

for at least some of the floodtide of college-bound youth by the

fall of 1959,

This is the tentative opening date set by the new institution's

board cf trustees,, according to Terry Sanford, local attorney and

chairman of the college's governing body,

Speaking to the Fayetteville Jaycees earlier this week, San-

ford indicated present planning would admit the first class of 200

students in Sept either 1959. Enrollment of the other classes, at

the earliest intervals, would bring undergraduate population up to

about 800, he said =

The nr.-j fcur-yso.r senior co-educational college will be con-

structed ar.d maintained through the joint financial support of the

North Carolina Methodist Conference and the Fayetteville community -

a grand total of IU-1/2 million having been earmarked for initial

capital outlay,

Lo Stacy l.'eaver, Durham educator, recently elected as the insti-

tution's president, is expected to arrive here in the near future to

give full time direction to the college project.

-30-



Methodist College, Inc. July 13, 1957
Public Relations
Fayetteville, I\f. C.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE - Methodist College here is expected to be ready

for at least some of the floodtide of college-bound youth by the

fall of 1959.

This is the tentative opening date set by the new institution's

board of trustees,, according to Terry Sanford, local attorney and

chairman of the college's governing body.

Speaking to the Fayetteville Jaycees earlier this week, San-

ford indicr.ted present planning would admit the first class of 200

students in Septeirbsr 1959. Enrollment of the other classes, at

the earliest intervals, would bring undergraduate population up to

about 800, he said=

The new four-year senior co-educational college will be con-

structed and maintained through the joint financial support of the

North Carolina Methodist Conference and the Fayetteville community -

a grand total of $U-l/2 million having been earmarked for initial

capital outlay.

Lo Stacy Heaver, Durham educator, recently elected as the insti-

tution's president, is expected to arrive here in the near future to

give full time direction to the college project.

-30-



July 17, 1956

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE--Payments on pledges toward t;he Methodist College in

Fayetteville have been "highly gratifying, " it was revealed today by Frank

McBryde, treasurer of the college board of trustees.

The new four-year co-educational institution, scheduled to be erected

three miles north of this city on Highway 15-A, was sanctioned by the N. C.

Methodist Conference at a special May session.

"Nearly $60, 000 has already been paid into the local college fund by donors

of the area who subscribed a total of approximately $1, 800,000 for this purpose

during April and May, " declared the new college official.

McBryde stated that the greatest portion of these receipts resulted from

pledge verification letters sent out earlier this month to business firms and

individuals who had made previous commitments for this purpose.

Expected to open with an enrollment of 600 resident students, the college

project to be undertaken at an estimated cost of $4 million, will also receive

initial financial support from Methodist churches of the conference to the tune

of $2 million.

Terry Sanford, Fayetteville attorney and Methodist lay leader, was named

chairman of the board of trustees of the Fayetteville College at an organization

meeting early in July.

Submitted by:

The Methodist College

News Bureau
Fayetteville, N. C.
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FAYETTEVILLE--Payments on pledges toward the Methodist College in

Fayetteville have been "highly gratifying, " it was revealed today by Frank

McBryde, treasurer of the college board of trustees.

The new four-year co-educational institution, scheduled to be erected

three miles north of this city on Highway 15-A, was sanctioned by the N. C.

Methodist Conference at a special May session.
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of the area who subscribed a total of approximately $1, 800, 000 for this purpose

during April and May, " declared the new college official.
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Expected to open with an enrollment of 600 resident students, the college

project to be undertaken at an estimated cost of $4 million, will also receive

initial financial support from Methodist churches of the conference to the tune

of $2 million.

Terry Sanford, Fayetteville attorney and Methodist lay leader, was named

chairman of the board of trustees of the Fayetteville College at an organization

meeting early in July.
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The Methodist College

News Bureau
Fayetteville, N. C.



FOR Mi-ED] 7 RE3 'ASE

FAYETT.'YILL .- Job of st^hirVj c- pr^sic^-it cf tho nek hethcdist college tc

be coiiStr'u--t •;.;•. IT: Fayetteville tc_,-../ was assigned to a cor<i."ittco cf fcur

"-sn Cine cr.-:: ,-:c. -.:.'- f:r:r. thi proposed institution's bccrci cf ;:.;^£i.-:8S.

Terry S£.rif xv, Iccsi attorney and ..tithodist lay lec-v-jr^ elected caair-

sian c_ the board at the recent orL>ni2&tion -v^etinc;, snacunct:o the i.pr oint-

ment of the grot^ v.hic:: /111 r.'=co ::,.jr.c. critr hcec; or ;Li new cell- ge.

:;?.;:;et. to serve en the conraittes were: R«:v£rc ::;<.; v'tr^ii •!:.. ^tiaen, c'.elr-

•nan, Durl-.£v:| -i-s. !.'.arl . Drier., vice-cjir.ir^m, Raleighj W. L. Homer, S£:\

fordj and J.O. Tally, Jr. anwi FrE.nJ^ /IcBr; de, "oth of FEy-'itt^vlllp.

,":.ili~v: this is ths naict Ic^icE-l step tc be tsJ^en by the ^cx':.rnin^

body of the institution," S'.^crci sssert-;;:, Lacing that !iit Is highly ;ss^n

tic.l that th« president . . available fron th^ ati-rt to jcin in th« c.--v3lco-

raent and :•::-:: r^tior. of plans fo3 : ; Liege.

establisnnent cf new ccliv:,yji; :.;..,.. ooncxirrec ir -'^us vicv .

.:.:::-cctfiC tc proce-- c L. ;-c.iately with th« task s.t haiid, chc cc;-.:it~ •...:

vili likely hold mi ;;-ous cc.ifaru:v:';-vs with v,ftllknown educators i :fore ^c;:-

sidcrin:, pcssiM; :cndidstes for the presidency of tac Fayetteville college,

Sanforci said.

H€ stated that -.•eventual s::sioy:;ie:it of th<. colieoK cfficiui ^cuic bs left

-up to the full board, act \e cc-:r;itteels

rETHODIST GOU.
NEWS BU
FAYLTTliVILU:, 3,



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE - Job of seeking a president of the new Methodist college to be

constructed in Fayetteville today was assigned to a committee of four men and

one woman from the proposed institution's board of trustees.

Terry Sanford, local attorney arid Methodist lay leader, elected chairman

of the board at the recent organization meeting, announced the appointment of

the group which will recommend the head of the new college,

Named to serve on the committee were: Reverend Vergil E. Qceen, chair-

I

man, Durham; Mrs. Earl W. Brian, vice-chairman, Raleigh; W. E. Homer,

Sanford; and J. O. Tally, Jr. and Frank McBryde, both of Fayetteville.

"We believe this is the next logical step to be taken by the governing body

of the institution, " Sanford asserted, ad-ding that "It is highly essential that the

president be available from the start to join in the development and execution

of plans for the college. "

The board chairman stated that leading national authorities on. the es.tab-

lishment of new colleges had concurred its this view.

Expected to proceed immediately -with, the task at hand, the committee will

likely hole numerous conferences with well known educators before considering

possible candidates for the presidency of the Fayetteville college, Sanford said.

He stated that eventual employment of the college official would be left up

to the full board, acting upon the committee's recommendation.

METHODIST COLLEGE

NEWS BUREAU
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Terry Sanford, of Fayetteville, Chairman of the proposed insti-
tutions board of trustees, in announcing the appointments, said: "VJe
expect to rely a great deal upon the advice and help of these and other
leaders as we go forward with our college project".

This identity with the college, he said, will confer upon
committee members the distinction of "honorary alumni".

The new institution, chartered by the North Carolina Methodist
Conference, is scheduled to be erected on a 700-acre site about tiiree
miles North of Fayetteville on the Raleigh highway.
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Î*
'-.":

h
j

H-

0 '„>. •?.,
Q |-;. ,.-,

::> > - - ;lJ

• < • • t - - ' - :j
i -j iij : *
• i > li' I--'- ;;i

;-.v ;:.) :-j iu
C1) C) lO '.)

'(.'•
H
(. *
<
i-"
^..J..
•:{)
O.

:•
( '
I'll



rt
111
rt
H-
O
D

.*

:'-.<
(1)
U)
;i
! - ' •

;.l
lO

1 1
">'
0)

rt

c 1-
"y

fo

O

o
1 '
! • • • !

m
ID
fD

îJ
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M2Ti-icr-iST COL:
HSWS BUf."-

•:;.-; ::-:.

:::. ..... SDIATE - H-3AS2

:teville - I - leeting of - ' 3±hodis": College Bea r -

Trustees all be helc ' . - : . • • / DH Thursday, September 27. it -"s ar_~

noun::: t ia / • "err7 Sanford, board chair-a;-.

Plans for t /"posed institution ;.re axpe'vi' :c be :.iscuss-sc

in detail at t . - . . . . • b' the 24 member group /. Lch ill "ear ra-

ports of ' arious standing :.:•;.•.::•;. ."cees.

; are faced ;vitt se' ;ral - /c i s ions . '. :tan- . Dlic'

matters," Sanford pointed out. "^s soo::. as we chair: a clear

cour.':'. ahead, anc the none' !'ron pleiges comes in at • :: Dect

:_•': : 'tecplr •:/'. 11 :;-rlr. ,/./ 5se some tangible results."

It will be ths secor . athe ring of the : Lege trustees whc

~e~ / e r a in a:. Drga ;atic . meeting or . i'.
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METHODIST COL:.

rAY2TTSVILLS, NORTH CAROLIrM

; 3E li EDIAT5 .;2L .

Fayetteville - l.ext meet.'.' . . the Methodist College Soar:. .:..

.ses will be held here on :' ...-.rsday, September 27. it was an-

nounced today • Terry ..-.-. .:ord. board chairman.

. . .; for the .; :-yosec institution are expected to be discus;

in detai: at that -:ine by the .• leraber jroup which will

ports of various sta:. . .-.ittees.

• . are ':.::.: with seve::. ; visions on iirsporraii': polic

natters.7 ' Sanfor: pointec DUt . "As soon as v;-s :hart a cl a

course ahes,"". : and the raor = fror pledges cones in as

it to. people - .begin to see sone tangible resrlts.

w

It will be the seccr.-:'. gathering :.. tl : college trustees wh

met here i:.: a: '.. . :a' . . in^ ' 2



METHODIST COL1
3 BUHSAU

FAIETTSVILLE
SEPTEMBER 2^, 1956

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYSTTEVILLE - Plans for erecting Methodist College in Fayetteville are sowing

ahead raoidly,, awaiting only anticipated, financial support from all sources.

This progress infcrnation was presented here Thursday afternoon to the

college's 24,-sesiber Board of Trustees.

F. D. Byrdj Jr., Cumberland County superi~:;e:"dcr:: of schools, -.vas electee

as a trustee to succeed L. Stac™ Clearer of Durham, i-.Tho has resigned to accept

a commission tost vith the North Carolina Methodist Conference.

HteG ' ~- • ^'~ ~ ~ ' ~̂  ̂  "̂ î'̂  ~ '~c~~'~'~~--3B 2."""-"̂  ""̂  t " ̂ S "br;r

W. E. Horner, chairman , of Sanford.

Kornsr told the trustees of a series of meetings his .croup is holding'

with state college leaders named to a special advisory cominittee.

Ms gave a detailed report on s. recent conference in Chapel Mill with

three members of the ;.±":,~zry cC!sait~si ., Chancellor K. B. House, Dr. C, ?..

Spruill and Dr. A, S, King.

The : ng cocmittee has ieterrdned that no financial assistance can

be obtained fron foundations foi ........ ... .iiitp. alt lough ths '3 is s. cossibilitv

some such :: ition might 2iake a limited grant for develocing information

in planning -;he institution.

Pnroose . college should be a : ..:'.ard liberal arts institut

ion, not a voca 1 or trade school, which would ssel to serve the needs of

i^'^-,- Cunifowplapc ix" ~ : ' ""' ', ...... '_ ' -' " "' "-les ir* '̂"iiArc'v': Delated îsher education '*

according to i coronittee consensus.

.̂ e ure,ed the college trustees to place najor emphasis



METHODIST COLLEGE
NEWS BUREAU
FAYETTEVILLE

SEPTEMBER 29} 195:

FQH IMMEDIATE RELEASE

r'AYSTTEVTLLE - Plans for erecting Methodist College in Payetteville are moving

ahead rabidly. avaiting only anticipated financial support from all sources,

This "rogz-ess information was oresentsd here Thursday afternoon to the

college's 24.-meisbsr Board of Trustees.

F> 3. Byrdj Jr., Cumberland County superintendent of schools, was elected

as a trustee to succeed L. Stacy Weaver of Durham, vho has resigned to accent

a coiBisission post with the fo: . , 3lina "/lethodist Gcnfsre-os,

Among key reports presented was ane :•;: Piannir; :onanittee activities ty

'••;, E. Horner, chairman . of San-ford.

Eorner to. : the trustees of a. series of r.eetin.?s his sroup is hcl' : ' -<— -~-

with state ccllsge leaders rased to a special adrisory coESittee.

JIB ^aTe a dGtsio-ed reoort on a recsn's conxerence nn -^--cvos.:. ni_t-L wjLtn

three members of the advisory corsaittee , Chancellor ?:. 3,, Ecuse, Dr. C. P.

Spruill and Dr. A. X. King.

The : . ig con-sittee has det-.. : • '. that no financie.1 £>2i5t£.n-:= can

be obtained frcn foundations for building ilth . there ±s a rc-ssibility

sc~,r suc-i 3i*gQGization -T_I.^';VU inaice a Limited _ .. fo; r. - • ' - . '•••.. -~.'2.T.s inforinatiori

in planning the institution.

. t _ ... ,- - . - _, _..... .. ^ ,̂  „ *.*- .,• _, ___ ._ ____

Purpose of the ccllsse should b~ a "high standard liberal arts institut-

ion, not a vocational or trade school, which "c-uld seek to serve the needs of

he CuBbsrl a:::" a: " . Bunding

according tc 3 sommittee "

higher education,''



METHODIST COLLEGE
NEWS BUREAU OCTOBER 5, 1956
FAYETTEVILLE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE - A generous land gift to the I^ethoaist College,

proposed for this area, v:as announced today by Terry Bar-ford,

Chairman z ~1 tlia institution's Board of Trustees.

It was disclosed that ilr. and Mrs, J, D. Kinlaw, of this

city, had conveyed property which will form the northern edge

of the ,co.llege site,. . ..Ccssprise-d of. 10 acres fronting on the

highway, it e.xtends s.ll the way to • the Cape Fear River.

The donors expressed the .hope that the gift; would aid

in providing, a college for education-minded youth of the

area „

V/ilson Yc.. :: -ough, Sr,, Chairman of the site committee,

declared today that deeds for other tracts in the 700 acr

site \v"'^~" ~ 1,iIce 1 v o e r>Gce^ vso t^ i s v ee"•" t^us c 1 ~ r̂ .̂ 2i"^ ~

negotiations v;hich have extended over several months,

Cth 2L- -.e-ibers of the co~:-ittee encluds Sd Fleishman.

J.- I.Iel Thompson, Frank I.iCBr\de and Grahar/i Bell,.

.



METHODIST COLLEGE
NEWS BUREAU OCTOBER 5, 1956
FAYETTEVILLE

FOR laialZDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE - A generous land gift to the Ivlethodist College,

proposed for this area, \va s announced today by Terry Sanford,

Chairman of the institution's Board cf Trustees,

It was disclosed that Mr. and Mrs, J „ D. Xinlaw, of this

city, had converse, property which will forrc the northern edge

of th-e ..college site. Comprise-d of. 10 acres fronting on the

highway, it e.xxends all .the way to the Caps Fear Siver,,

The icncrs expressed the hope that the gift would aid

area ,

Wilson Yarborcugh, Sr,, Chairman of the site committee,

declared today that deeds for other tracts in the 700 acre

site would likely 'cs received thic v;e3l-:r thus clinazinj

negotiations '.vhich have extended over se\eral months.;

Other- members of the co:~r.ittee snclude EC Fleishman.

J. I.Iel Thompaon, Frank TucBryda and Graham Bail,..



. ._.---- ,^~, T-,_ -i,̂ -.- r -.̂ ,,~. —
:>-LCi i i !•*..'.-• — O .̂ w^'-L-twJZ'O'-l

rO^S BUREAU
?AYETTF."ILL2 OCTOBS 18. 19.5E

PCR _J.::-Î DIAT:: jL2LZ.-r.ss

:LI2 -- .̂ .-v cf a 120-acre tract of land. TO the new college

re ~ ':-. ~ -• -'~~ "cr_:is ai'sa "VS.S s-nnounccci "coca*~ cn~ A'crry ^2.ntoircL. Cn3.irni

of th:; Methodist College 2:;ari cf Trustees,

dr. and Mrs. Joe 1-v. Stout, local residents, icr.L:;3c •;.-_;: =ize

able ca::cs_ cf real astac-z. locatea alon-r; the southern margin of th

previously s-slsctec". 700-acre site.

Dhairnars Sanford said that cesds for remainder of "he proper

£.1T6 j-i^ OZ3C~~-~- ~!- •— ̂ . Gp'cir a t iO-i a

:. :ilson Yarcorou~h, Chairman cf fee college si:~ comraittee,

.: vf/:.; Sanford in -ratefLilly acknowlec.;-:.. :he generous cift,



METHODIST COLLEGE
rj.i!¥S BUFxSAU
FAYETTEVILL5 3CI03Z.; 18,

FOR IMMSDiATiE ..i_lii>i.SE

>r _t:na to rne new so lien e

proposec tor this arsa v;as announced today oy Terry iantc:

of the Methodist College Board of Trustees,

r-ir. and Mrs, Jce W. Stout, local residentsr donatec

able parcel of real estate, located alon; the southern nai

previously ulcered 700'-acre site.

3hairnan 5ar..fcrc^ sai:^ that :.eeds for remainder of 1 erty

DJ." prepara.tion.

;c with Sanford in gratefully acknowledging the generous gift



METHODIST COLLEGE
NEWS BUREAU
FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA OCTOBER 27, 1956

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE - Another tract of land conveyed here yesterday to trustees

of the proposed Methodist College assured extensive highway frontage for

the school's projected campus.

Mr. T. Taylor, Richard B. Taylor and Thomas L. Dale, residents

of this community, each deeded parcels of land comprising a total of

about 65 acres. Property contains three brick houses and a frame

building.

Wilson Yarborough, Chairman of the college site committee, said

the latest land acquisition completed a strip of 2,500-ft. along 15-A

North, Fayetteville-Raleigh thoroughfare, at the site about three miles

north of this City.

He stated that Methodist College officials now held possession

of approximately half of the 700-acre territory and that deeds would

be presented in the next few days for the balance of the property.



METHODIST COLLEGE
NEWS BUREAU
FAYETTEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA OCTOBER 27, 1956

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE — Another tract of land conveyed here yesterday to trustees

of the proposed Methodist College assured extensive highway frontage for

the school's projected campus.

Mr. T. Taylor, Richard E. Taylor and Thomas L. Dale, residents

of this community, each deeded parcels of land comprising a total of

about 65 acres. Property contains three brick houses and a frame

building,

Wilson Yarborough, Chairman of the college site committee, said

the latest land acquisition completed a strip of 2,500-ft. along 15-A

North, Fayetteville-Raleigh thoroughfare, at the site about three miles

north of this City.

He stated that Methodist College officials now held possession

of approximately half of the 700-acre territory and that deeds would

be presented in the next few days for the balance of the property.



Methodist College
News Bureau
Fayetteville, N. C.

November 2, 1956

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Methodist College, Inc. , of Fayetteville, came into official existence Thursday

in Raleigh when a charter was issued to the 24-member board of trustees by Secre-

tary of State Thad Eure.

Participating in the formalities were Terry Sanford, chairman of the board;

the Reverend Vergil Queen, trustee, president of the North Carolina Conference

Board of Education, and the Reverend W. L. Clegg, vice chairman of the college

board,

"We're officially in business now, " declared Chairman Sanford, "and with the

support of thousands of local financial backers, already on the dotted line, and

other thousands to follow from throughout the Conference, we are assured of

reaping rich educational dividends for this and future generations. "

The college group filed a certificate of incorporation listing 19 articles defining

objects, authority and scope of the institution.

A non-capital stock enterprise, charter provides that objects of the new insti-

tution is "to establish, maintain and operate at Fayetteville, Cumberland County,

North Carolina, a co-educational institution of collegiate grade to be known as

Methodist College under the control and direction of the North Carolina Conference,

Southeastern Jurisdiction, subject to appropriate provisions of the Discipline of the

Methodist Church."

The board of trustees, as specified by the charter, will "administer affairs in

trust for the Methodist Church. "

Purpose of the college, primarily, it said, is to advance the cause of Christian

education "and to extend the influence of science, art and Christian culture."

Considerable progress in preliminary planning was reported by Chairman

Sanford, who described the project as "a unique example of what can be accom-



plished by concerted action of the community and the denomination working together. "

He said that trustees of Methodist College will hold their third regular session

later this month and that many of these activities would be discussed. He added that

it had already been determined that principal emphasis would be centered on a

"liberal arts" type college, rather than a vocational or trade school.

The general planning committee under W. E. Homer, of Sanfords chairman,

has held numerous conferences with members of the Special Advisory Committee,

made up of leading Tar Heel educators, as well as with other authorities in higher

education.

Details of land use study, which, generally, will set out areas of location for

various building components of the institution are expected to be released shortly.

The Reverend Queen, chairman of a committee to employ a college president,

also has indicated that this position will be filled in the near future.

Meanwhile, negotiation^ have virtually been completed for the remainder of

the 700-acre college site, located about three miles north of the city on the Raleigh

highway. Officials said that deeds for the property were now in process of preparation.



Methodist College November 2, 1956
News Bureau
Fayetteville, N. C.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Methodist College, Inc. , of Fayetteville, came into official existence Thursday

in Raleigh when a charter was issued to the 24-member board of trustees by Secre-

tary of State Thad Eure.

Participating in the formalities were Terry Sanford, chairman of the board;

the Reverend Vergil Queen, trustee, president of the North Carolina Conference

Board of Education, and the Reverend W. L. Clegg, vice chairman of the college

board*

"We're officially in business now," declared Chairman Sanford, "and with the

support of thousands of local financial backers, already on the dotted line, and

other thousands to follow from throughout the Conference, we are assured of

reaping rich educational dividends for this and future generations. "

The college group filed a certificate of incorporation listing 19 articles defining

objects, authority and scope of the institution.

A. non-capital stock enterprise, charter provides that objects of the new insti-

tution is "to establish, maintain and operate at Fayetteville, Cumberland County,

North Carolina, a co-educational institution of collegiate grade to be known as

Methodist College under the control and direction of the North Carolina Conference,

Southeastern Jurisdiction, subject to appropriate provisions of the Discipline of the

Methodist Church."

The board of trustees, as specified by the charter, will "administer affairs in

trust for the Methodist Church. "

Purpose of the college, primarily, it said, is to advance the cause of Christian

education "and to extend the influence of science, art and Christian culture. "

Considerable progress in preliminary planning was reported by Chairman

Sanford, who described the project as "a unique example of what can be accom-



plished by concerted action of the community and the denomination working together. "

He said that trustees of Methodist College will hold their third regular session

later this month and that many of these activities would be discussed. He added that

it had already been determined that principal emphasis would be centered on a

"liberal arts" type college, rather than a vocational or trade school.

The general planning committee under W. E. Horner, of Sanford, chairman,

has held numerous conferences with members of the Special Advisory Committee,

made up of leading Tar Heel educators, as well as with other authorities in higher

education.

Details of land use study, which, generally, will set out areas of location for

various building components of the institution are expected to be released shortly.

The Reverend Queen, chairman of a committee to employ a college president,

also has indicated that this position will be filled in the near future.

»

Meanwhile, negotiation^ have virtually been completed for the remainder of

the 700-acre college site, located about three miles north of the city on the Raleigh

highway. Officials said that deeds for the property were now in process of preparation.



METHODIST COLLEGE
HEWS BUREAU

NOVEMBER 8th, 1956

FOE SfliEDIAIE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLE - 'The board of trustees of the iiethodist College will

meet here in regular session Thursday, ibveiaber 15 at 1 pc KU it

was announced this morning by Terry Sanford, chairraan of the board.

Charles Jordan, vice president of Duke University, is

scheduled to lead discussion on planning and requirements of the

college. ;J.so reports from the various coins!ttees will be given.

This will be the third gathering of the board.



METHODIST COLLEGE
HEWS BUREAU
FAIETTEVILLS, EORTH CAROLINA NOVEMBER 8th, 1956

FOE__ II gJEJDIA.TE RELEASE

FAYETTEVILLS - 'The board of trustees of the Methodist College will

meet here in regular session Thursday, 1'lovember 15 at 1 p« n. it

was announced this morning by Terry Sanford, ehairinan of the board.

Charles Jordan, vice president of Duke University, is

scheduled to lead discussion on planning and requirements of the

college. Also reports from the various committees will be given.

This will be the third gathering of the board.



COLLEGE
ISiJS 3URZAU
FAYETTEVILLZ,, :iPTH CAROLIM

FCE RELEASE

Representatives i'ro-v. eight e,dcltic.-v_l churches and charges in the ?5ystteville

?\y v;cr^ announced &s i.rrnbsrs of the Conference Advisory Conmittss for ths

nc- thodist ' oll^g-- to ;:s located h:?re.

~ rvlng on. th advisory ,-rcup frcr; tî i churches inc'ic;-.-.'. I , .1 iw ist) are

th-.: fc ICK ig :...;-: rs

St. Ana ws • (Ff.yetteville; - .-irs. Ro^rc lor, ;\. Lee,

Port •• : : " . . . Rex 2. 'oster 1. Jonss.

• • ' ; - (1 •. tteviilj; Mrs. Ileilie C-c-tt^r.^-.™:, Qralua: x-loody, Lrnest

Darden md "' • rend '-'alter L. Smith.

?sor Street - (Fcyetteville) - .. • /.•'. Jcrr.igan, -". .'.••. l-'.icidi?, i 'alt~r Bagley

anc Rex sr? id A. ".

r ; -_',.. ,. ,-

.rs. .-,. ̂ . ?/. Lraughon

- C'C-"j~-rl --. ' •,' — w . '-• -:C:":_i

and Rev-;rxic K. L. -l

Saleai - (^ast-avsr) - F. A. Dsi/son, ..Js^-cus i. -Ic.

and " ; r .... ' '. S. Howard

St. ?KU!S 'St. Fault;-} - Ic. L. .-.. âî ron, .i-s. Joha 3. I.egoii, J. I:, frisson

ana Rcvsr-nci ;-. ~. Ashnore.

Bladen - (l̂ itc OaK) - Cecil Saith, .--JTS. !.:sllie ?arksr, ̂ . P. Ashley and

Reverend Den 3oone.

Cokesbtjry - (StedsiEn) - E. F. Hiibbard, R. H. Maxbrell, ;"rs. Robert S. Autry, Jr,

and Reverend A. L. Reynolds.
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Hethodist College
Public relations
Fayetteville, N. C.

FOR RiiÛ S£ raC£MBSR. 7,

NEWPORT - "It is highly Important that the church does not relinquish its

traditional role cf leadership and influence in the field of higher education

at this critical ti:;ie,fi Methodist College Board Chairraan. Terry Sanford of

Fayettsville declared here last night before meiabers of the lien's Club cf Newport.

The head of the official board of laorth Carclin's ~iost recent college venture,

a four year educational institution tc fee located in Fayetteville, said?

"It will be s dreadful cay if ̂ e allowed thê tate and Federal governments

to pre-eapt the field of higher education."

lie added that the ncr̂ l and spiritual balance afforded by church sponsored

educ£tior. is vitally aeccled to supplement the scsx3.e.Tiic offerings tc the rising

tide cf ec liege trained youth.

-forcl invited suiTOort for the Fsyctteville college, chartered by the

Horth Car cl ins, Jfethccist Conference, *vhich, he said, has the generous backing of

all elements in that consunity. lie incicated thc.t planning activities were pro-

ceeding at c. "highly satisfactory pace" and that the Board cf Trustees :,rsre

M*Hsia»tic sue optinistic" over the prospects of building the college at &

relatively early date.

He assured the church group that "a Duality college11 with "priracry ersphasis

en the faculty" is the principal aim of college officials and Conference leaders.

Indicative of progress tc cats, Saofcrd declared that arrangeuents have been

completed for- acquiring a beautiful 700-acrc site and that a corsittee form the

trustee group is preparing tc interview candidates for the position of college

president.



Me £lso recounted activities of the Planning Coasiittee vhich is giving study

to s.11 aspects of establishing the school, conferring frequently with an advisory

cc3r::ittec> of leading Tar Hsel educators.

The Fayetteville nsr. ̂?"unccc the group that the new college would be

B£ tremendous asset to sll of eastern North Carolina fron which area the in-

stitution would attract its student bcdy«n

Ee eisphasizeci that the ̂ ethcdist College «v;ill not be just e copaunity college,

but E church college - let sic m^:c tliat clear."

"'•/e are happy to have the backing cf the people of the Fsyetteville locality,

who have pledged S> Bullion for this project - and we are counting on then and

this support to r?pcll the cliff .-i-cncc beteeen E gocxl collece and e great onê  but

this institution -;;ill belong to the .sthodist Church £iu; particular^ to the

Mcrth Csrclins; Conf ?::-.-; .ice, of */hich lfe:port sind Cartaret County are es rjuch E part

as Faj?ctt?ville n.nc Câ Grlf r,c County," hs concludê ',
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[In the 1956 news releases file - transcribed as-is (with errors) from period photostat copy — no
attribution provided]

(Prepared for delivery at Hay Street Methodist Church on 25 August 1957.)

THE COLLEGE IN THE CHURCH

It is for me a great pleasure to come here to Hay Street Church to speak to you today. Most

of you do not know it, but I entered the North Carolina Conference through the Quarterly

Conference of this church. For a brief time, my name was listed on its membership rolls, and the

names of many of you are associated in my memory with much gratitude and feelings of

appreciation. I shall always have a sense of indebtedness to this church for the many generous acts

toward me during the time I had an office here when I was serving as Soldier Pastor for the

Methodist Churches of the area during 1942.

I have not come here as a man of the world today to put on airs, to boast of what the

Methodist Church has done or is going to do. It is preparing a program for the support of its

colleges, and especially the work involved here in Fayetteville and North Carolina Wesleyan at

Rocky Mount which will include every Methodist in the Conference in its scope. We expect that

every Methodist will be told the story of our college program and anticipate that everyone will

find a great sense of pioneering accomplishment by participating in its achievements.

But I say I have not come here today to talk to you about the program just ahead of us, but I

have come rather to rejoice with you in the power of a mighty God whom we worship in this hour

and Who, we believe, is working a might work through the communities of Fayetteville and Rocky

Mount and North Carolina Methodist in bringing into being these new colleges. Rather than

coming to instruct you, I have come to be rather myself instructed, for the depth and breadth of



your vision and energy has come out of your enthusiasm has transformed the scene of Eastern

Carolina from a place where two years ago, a call to build one college would have gone unheeded,

to an area where today "80,000 Methodist are firmly joined with two cities in the creation and

development of two colleges."

Let me say here and now that the North Carolina Conference is awake to the magnitude of

this task and is fully committed to bearing its full share of the load of establishing and maintaining

these schools.

I want to talk to you for a moments about why I think the Church is committed to this

additional responsibility beyond her tremendous obligations in evangelism, missions, in education

within the local church, and in her program of stewardship. So great has the need of the Church

been for new building and for new churches, that church architecture and church building

contracts have become big business across the country. Why in the midst of these strenuous efforts

does the church so confidently commit herself to two more colleges whose ultimate cost will turn

into the millions of dollars and will call for Methodist giving beyond what we have ever done

before?

To find the answer, it is necessary to look into the life and history of the church.

Perhaps it was in the month of September, the traditional month for the beginning of school

in our time, that the parents of a young lad took him down to the harbor town of Aulai, the port of

the city of Tarsus. They were sending him off to school. He wasn't going to college to leam the

skills of an engineer and thereby get into a higher income bracket - he was already trained to

make a living. Actually, he later was to boast that he supported himself from tent making, and we

cannot say that his schooling made his hands any faster or more accurate. But when young Saul



sailed from Asia Minor down to Joppa in Palestine and made his way through the hills to

Jerusalem, he went for training in the ways of manhood beyond that which the art of tent-making

could ever supply. He went to sit at the feet of the learned rabbis, the teachers of the wisdom of

his fathers. He went that there might be supplied in his life that quality of ming and spirit which

could be learned only in the disciples of the "college classroom of that day." As he sat at the feet of

the great teacher Gamaliel his bright mind carried him beyond many who were older than he into

the wisdom of the Pharisees. The issues of his faith were drawn clearly for him and when his

spirit was captured by Christ he was ready to become the great collective mind of the early church.

If Saul of Tarsus had never gone to college and subjected his mind and spirit to the discipline of its

training, he would never have been prepared to take his place as the giant that he is among the

geniuses of the world. And further, the church would have been stumbling yet in its

understanding of the vastness of what God has done for us in Christ.

God used the simple shepherds to declare the wonders of the new-bom King at Bethlehem,

but He took the trained mind and disciplined spirit of a Saint Paul to declare the meaning of our

Lord's crucifixion and the glory of his resurrection. Through more than half the pages of the New

Testament, he speaks to us of God reaching toward us in Christ reconciling the world to himself.

The simple skills of a tent-maker might have made Saul of Tarsus a wealthy man, and a man of

great influence in that city of his birth which had almost a million inhabitants. But that training

alone would never have prepared him to be the Saint Paul of all the ages. And the Church will not

forget its debt to the gentle rabbi and great teacher, Gamaliel, who prepared the great mind of Paul

to become so marvelous a channel for the gospel of Christ. It is a fitting tribute that there should



be recorded in the book of Acts an incident that shows the patience and tolerance of the kindly

rabbi.

We remember Martin Luther, the great leader of the Reformation as a monk, and so he was

as a member of the Augustinian Order. Sometimes, we forget that he studied law. Perhaps many

are not even aware that he was a college professor and came to his great insights that sparked the

Reformation and changed the history of Europe and the world, while preparing a series of lectures

on the book of Psalms to be given in a college classroom. The life of the Church was freed into

new and creative patterns by the professor of Wittenburg. Let us not overlook the fact that the

school was new, having been founded only a short time before Luther went there to teach and to

be the pastor of the local church. The newness of the college provided no barrier to its being the

cradle of a tremendous blessing to the Christian Church. Here let me caution you who live here in

Fayetteville to remember that the greatest hours of Methodist College can well be lived in its

earliest days. The value of a school does not begin when the ivy grows to the top of its building.

As Methodists, we are constantly going back to John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist

movement. It was no accident that the beginnings of Methodism are found in a college. The Holy

Club of Oxford University was not a collection of pious students removed from life but a dedicated

group of young churchmen with a passion to make the gospel effective in all of life. We should

not forget the work of these college students with those in jail, with the poor and the outcast. Nor

should we forget their observance of all the practices which had supposedly been a part of the life

of the church but had fallen into neglect. Habitual and adequate time for prayer was included in

the program of the Holy Club. I remember my surprise when I read in the Encyclopedia

Britannica that John Wesley and his group had almost single handedly restored the observance of



Lent to the evangelical church. The Oxford don who had loved the college atmosphere and

declared he would have enjoyed remaining as a part of the university community all his life

showed that his practices of his early days there were still a part of him by receiving in the last

year of his life the Holy Communion over 100 times. If we should leave out of the life of Wesley

the influence of his college experiences as a student and a teacher we should never understand the

Wesleyan revival. And if we should remove from the life of the Methodist Church the

contributions of her colleges we would destroy her.

The development of the church in America cannot be described without telling the story of

her colleges. To the picture of the circuit rider, the group of settlers and the brush arbor, there

must always be added the picture of a college. One of the first things done by the Methodists

when they were first organized in America was to make plans for the founding of a college.

Benjamin Franklin spoke of the first time he heard the remarkable preacher Whitfield and

commented that he was speaking in behalf of one of the Methodist colleges.

The Methodist Church is concerned with colleges for the training of her pastors, her

missionaries, her future lay leadership, yes, but far more than that motivates the North Carolina

Conference in her commitment to the cities of Fayetteville and Rocky Mount. She accepts these

schools now as a very part of her life. She conceives of them as serving a mighty function in the

development of the finest and best in their respective communities and in Eastern North Carolina,

but beyond that she considers them to be now bone of her bone, and flesh of her flesh, whereby the

blessings of God may be mediated to His people. In answer to a question put to him about the

work of his college, the president of one Methodist School said, "We think of ourselves as being the

Church at work with young people." The Methodist Church has not been narrow and sectarian in

5



its approach to education but has looked upon its work in its colleges as a part of its determination

to see to it that young people had a full opportunity to develop to their highest potential. In her

new schools she now renews that determination for the youth of Eastern North Carolina. [The

Methodist Colleges are not outside the life of the Church. Rather they are close to its main steam.

The Church has thrown a tremendous burden of responsibility on its schools. It has looked to

them to interpret is doctrines, stimulate its zeal on the new frontiers of the Faith, and to provide it

with leadership. Bishop Peele, who preceded our present Bishop Garber was a teacher in a

Methodist school before he became a pastor, and Bishop Garber game to his office directly from

the college classroom. But now in its turn the Church is accepting the responsibility, and accepting

it gladly, of giving its very best to the development of this new frontier in Christian Higher

Education. The Methodist Church has accepted the magnificent campus site and the commitment

of present and future financial support from the community. She in turn has committed herself

[penciled in: The Church has committed] "to develop in Methodist College an institution of which

both the Church, Fayetteville, and North Carolina will be justly proud." This commitment is born

of her knowledge is an important, necessary, and vital part of her very life.


